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This will interest YOU... 


Our field representatives meet Christian men 
and women quite frequently who are looking 
for places to invest their money. Most of them 
need a return on their savings. 


Some are considering investments in stocks. 
But because of their limited knowledge of 
stocks and bonds, they are reluctant to buy. 
Others hesitate because of market fluctua- 
tions, uncertainty of dividends, etc. . 


And some tell us of disappointing experi- 
ences on their investments. 


* * * 


Without exception, all are looking for 
security ...a guarantee that they will be as- 
sured of a generous income. Something they 
can count on as long as they live ...in good 
times or bad. .regardless of whether the 
stock market is up or down. 


But they’re interested in something else, 
too. 


You should see their faces light up... 
when we tell them about the DOUBLE DIVIDENDS 
provided by Moody Annuities. When we tell 
them that Moody Annuities assure them of a 
generous, guaranteed income as long as they 
live (up to 84%% depending on their age) 
... plus a share in the Lord’s work . . . they’re 
overjoyed! 


And when we tell them that every annuity 
is backed by all the resources of Moody Bible 
Institute, and that MBI has never missed a 
single payment in almost 50 years... they 
are convinced that it’s the plan for them! 
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DOUBLE DIVIDENDS ON YOUR MONEY? 


a share. 


CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY! 


We'll be happy to send you the FREE booklet, DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, which 
explains the Moody Annuity Plan in detail. Contains a chart showing 
income rates for all ages, explains tax benefits and tells you all about ‘ 
the many ministries of Moody Bible Institute in which you'll have 
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This is to acknowledge receipt of the é 
50 copies of the January 3, 1959, issue , 
of ‘THE SunpAay ScHoo, Trmes. We ap- t 
preciate very much this special favor , 


of your sending us these copies of the 
Centennial Number, and we are dis- 
tributing them among our faculty and 
students. 

We appreciate the great work that 
has been done across 100 years in the 
publication of THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times. Its editorial policies and _ its 
messages as well as the entire content 
of the periodical have brought blessing 
to us many times as well as to thou- 
sands of others. 

May God’s richest blessings be upon 
you as you enter a second century of 
Sunpay Scuoot Times _history.—Jared 
F. Gerig, president, Fort Wayne Bible 
College. 
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Lesson for June 21 in this issue 


Lesson 12.—Jehoshaphat, Wise King of Judah 
2 Chronicles 17; 19; 20. 
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we 
His Hands 


By Charlotte A. Stere 


IS hands have held me through the 
years 
And they will hold me still; 
There is no sweeter rest on earth 
Than resting in His will. 


His love has sought me when I strayed 
And brought me back'to rest; 

I am eternally secure 
Upon His loving breast. 


we 


Held by His Hand 


That the living out of the Christian 
life has two aspects has been held by 
many of the great theologians and 
devotional writers of past centuries. 
There is God’s part and ours. An in- 
teresting description of this twofold 
character is hidden away in the Psalms: 
“My soul followeth hard after thee: thy 
right hand upholdeth me” (63:8). David 
was seeking always to know God bet- 
ter, and he knew that God was con- 
stantly holding him. A boy whose 
father is teaching him to swim must do 


‘as his father tells him and put forth his 


own efforts to learn; but there is no pos- 
sibility of his sinking and drowning 
because his father, standing on the bot- 
tom, will surely hold him up with his 
strong arm. When Peter began to sink 
in the water and cried, “Lord, save me,” 
at once the Lord Jesus stretched forth 
His hand and lifted him up. Delegates 
to Victorious Life Conferences at 
America’s Keswick have often heard 
Dr. Addison C. Raws give another good 
illustration of this same truth. He was 
crossing a busy street in Philadelphia 
with his son William, then quite small, 


{ 


“Hitherto 
hath the Lord 
helped us" 






when the boy stumbled and would have 
fallen except that the father, who was 
holding his hand, lifted the little fellow 
right off the ground and carried him 
safely to the sidewalk. Bill’s comment 
was that he “held -on tight,” but it was 
the father’s hand that saved him. Let us 
see to it that we can always say truth- 
fully, “My soul followeth hard after 
thee”; but let us always take great com- 
fort in the fact that we are upheld by 
the Lord’s hand. “Behold, the Lord’s 
hand is‘ not shortened, that it cannot 
gave .. .” (Isa. 59:1). 


ye 
“Look Not Around Thee” 


Much anxiety comes from looking 
around at circumstances or forward to 
what may possibly happen. Many are 
familiar with the great promise in the 
King James Version of Isaiah 41:10: 
“Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be 
not dismayed; for.I am thy God: I will 
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; 
yea, I will uphold thee with the right 
hand of my righteousness.” An interest- 


b 4 


‘sion, where the phrase, 





ing side light is given on this in the 
margin of the American Standard Ver- 
“be not dis- 
mayed,” is rendered, “look not around 
thee.” Obviously it does not mean that 
we are not to look around us in the 
sense of being prudent as to our per- 
sonal safety or doing our work care- 
fully; but rather that we are not to 
look around at circumstances anxiously 
and fearfully or into the future. ap- 
prehensively. The message of the verse 
is that instead of looking around in the 
wrong sense we are to look up expect- 
antly to God. Five times He uses the 
personal pronoun “I,” thus strongly em- 
phasizing the fact that He, the almighty 
and faithful God, will accomplish what 
He has promised. The French ‘also 
renders this text in an interesting way 
and it may be translated thus: “Fear 
nothing, for I am with thee; do not cast 
about anxious looks, for I am thy God; 
I strengthen thee, I come. to thine aid, 
I sustain thee with my triumphant right 
hand.” The present tense used here 
recalls the Psalmist’s words, “God is 
our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble” (46:1); and means that 
God habitually strengthens, helps, and 
sustains us. The text goes well with 
two New Testament texts: “If ye then 
be risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth 
on the right hand of God” (Col. 3:1);' 
“Looking unto Jesus the author and 
finisher of our faith” (Heb. 12:2). .In- 
stead of looking anxiously around it is 
better to be looking confidently. up. 


ve 


|. Divine Providence 
By Arthur Petrie, Th.D. 


but divine Providence means to 

see before and to plan and to 

act accordingly. Divine Providence is 
taught in the Scriptures, and it is so 
abundantly taught there that the Scrip- 
tures may well be called the Book of 
divine Providence. Divine Providence 
is the government, the management, the 
ruling, and the overruling of all things 
and events and persons in the universe 
by God Himself. Let your mind run 
through the Scriptures as you recall 
them, and note how constantly and re- 
peatedly God is said to be the Actor 
in the scenes and events. It is not my 
purpose thus to go through the Scrip- 
tures: I only wish to give a simple 
Bible reading on divine Providence. 
Our divine Saviour taught it when 
He said: “Are not two sparrows sold 
for a farthing? and one of them shall 


Pre aivine means to see before; 


not fall on the ground without your 
Father. But the very hairs of your 
head are all numbered” (Matt. 10:29, 
30). Therein He taught a divine Prov- 
idence over insignificant, small, and 
very common birds, as well as-\over 
men made in the image of God. But, 
note this, He taught a more particular 
and a deepeg degree of divine Provi- 
dence over His own people. than over, 
the birds, for He added, “Ye are of 
more value than many sparrows.” . The 
Lord Jesus enforced this truth by a quo- 
tation of a striking passage of Scripture, 
which, though it referred to Himself, 
shows clearly divine Providence. I re- 
fer to Matthew 21:42: “Jesus saith .unto 
them, Did ye never read in, the scrip- 
tures, The stone which the builders re- 
jected, the same is become the head of 
the corner: this is the Lord’s doing, and 
it is marvellous in our eyes”! The story 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“He is risen, as he said. Come, 
see ... And go quickly, and tell 
. - . that he is risen from the 
dead” (Matt. 28:6, 7). 

















is possibly that in the building of the 
Temple at Jerusalem, a stone, already 
quarried and prepared for its proper 
place, was picked up and tried in an- 


‘other place, but, not fitting, was laid 


aside. Later on, when the builders 
needed a cornerstone, none was found 
till the one that before had been re- 
jected was tried, and it was found to 
fit exactly. Then we hear the excla- 
mation of the builders: . “This is the 
Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in 
our eyes.” 

Divine Providence is taught in a re- 
markable way in two interesting and 
fascinating Bible stories. One is the 


» story of Joseph in the Book of Genesis, 


wherein God is mentioned again and 
again by Joseph as the Doer and Ruler 
of all the strange acts of the drama of 
his life; the other is the story of the 
Book of Esther, wherein the name of 
God never appears, but His hand is 
everywhere seen. 

Divine Providence is taught in Ro- 
mans 8:28: “And we know that all 
things work together for good to them 
that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose.” This 
is one of the best known and most 
loved verses of the Bible. It teaches 
a divine Providence in the lives of “them 
that love God” as perhaps no other 
single verse in Scripture does. It does 
not mean that “all things work together 
for good” of themselves. It teaches 
that there is a living Agent, a powerful 
Actor, who causes “all things” to work 
together for good to them that love 
Him. That is the reason the marginal 
reading of my Greek New Testament 
puts in the words Ho Theos—making it 
read, “God works all things together 
for good to them that love Him.” His 
divine Providence is at work in “all 
things” that come into their lives. Here 
are some Bible examples that definitely 
illustrate the divine Providence of God 
in the lives of persons, and which 
should inspire our trust and deeper con- 
fidence in Him. . 

1. A man’s forgetfulness. In Genesis 
40:23 we read, “Yet did not the chief 
butler remember Joseph, but forgat 
him.” Recall that Joseph had said to 
the happy butler, “But ,think on me 
when it shall be well with thee, and 
shew kindness, I pray thee, unto me, 
and make mention-of me unto Pharaoh, 
and bring. me out of this house.” But 
the record is that. the butler “forgat 
him.” God’s time had not yet come; 


He intended two full years more of 
trial for Joseph; and when that time 
was up, God sent a dream to Pharaoh 
and revived the memory of the butler. 
Joseph afterwards came to see the di- 
vine Providence in it, as the subsequent 
record shows. 
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Are you in a similar ' place? Are you 
wishing somgpne would only remember 
you and your need? Are you wishing 
that someone would only make men- 
tion of you to someone higher up, and 
get you promoted? Have you some- 
times said, “I am forgotten as a dead 
man out of mind”? (Psa. 31:12.) Per- 
haps God is trying you as He did 
Joseph. He is getting you ready for 
something that will not hurt you when 
you get there. We have to really gradu- 
ate in God’s school. 

There is a remarkable illustration on 
this point of a man’s forgetfulness and 
its trial of faith in the life of J. Hudson 
Taylor, founder of the China Inland 
Mission. It is too long to give in de- 
tail here, but the points briefly ,;are 
these: Hudson Taylor decided that he 
would never ask his employer for the 


(Continued on page 435) 
we 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Discerning the Lord’s Body 


In reading carefully over and over 
John 6:32-55, then 1 Corinthians 11: 
17-34, I am made to wonder. Does 
the church today discern the Lord’s 
body? ; 

“And Jesus said unto them, I am 
the bread of life... .” (John 6:35), 
and in verse 53 He said, “Except ye 
eat the flesh of the Son of man, and 
drink his blood, ye have no life in 
you.” Further He said, “For my 
flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is 
drink indeed. He that eateth my 
flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwell- 
eth in me, and I in him” (vv: 55, 56). 
To me this means studying and be- 
lieving God’s Word. And when Jesus 
instituted the Lord’s Supper it was 
for those to whom He was speaking, 
and He said, “Do this in remem- 
brance of me till I come.” He did 
come when resurrected and now we 
serve a risen Lord. 

How can wafers and grape juice 
taken into the physical body build 
us up spiritually? First Corinthians 
11:17 and through the chapter also 
further encourages my ° thinking. 
Could this be the cause of deadness 
in churches generally? Just a form 
of godliness? No power thereof? 

Thanks for your wonderful paper. 
I would not want to be without: it. 
Am giving out extra copies to friends, 
and pray God to bless every de- 
partment of its publication—-An In- 
diana reader. 


The Lord Jesus did not say, “Do this 
in remembrance of me till I come.” 
These exact words are not found ‘in 
any of three accounts of the institution 
of the Lord’s Supper (Matt. 26:26-29; 
Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:19, 20). Luke 
records that He did say, “This is my 
body which is given for you: this do 
in remembrance of me.” It was the 
Apostle Paul who said (in giving in- 
structions for the observance of the 
Supper): “For as often as ye eat this 
bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew 
the Lord’s death till he come” (1 Cor. 
11:26). It was he who used the phrase, 






“not discerning the Lord’s body” (y, 
29). 

It seems very evident that many 
church members today do not discern 
the Lord’s body when they take part 
in the Communion. It is to be feared 
that with many it is just a form of 
godliness and they do not realize the 
deep truths symbolized by the ele- 
ments. Undoubtedly this is one cause 
of spiritual deadness in many churches, 
Ministers are at fault in not preaching 
clearly and repeatedly the heart of the 
Gospel, which is that Christ shed His 
blood for sinners and that salvation is 
by grace through faith in His atoning 
sacrifice. The Apostle Paul said, “For 
he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, 
eateth and drinketh damnation to him- 
self, not discerning the Lord’s body. 
For this cause many are weak and 
sickly among you, and many sleep” (1 
Cor. 11:29, 30). The Greek word from 
which the word sleep comes is koi- 
maomai, which is nearly always used 
of death (Companion Bible). , 

Eating Christ’s flesh and drinking His 
blood is a figure of speech meaning to 
receive Him into the heart by faith, to 
feed on Him spiritually by faith, and 
thus to become part of His body. Paul 
said that he suffered “for his body’s 
sake, which is the church” (Col. 1:24). 
“The cup of blessing which we bless, 
is it not the communion of the blood 
of Christ? The bread which we break, 
is it not the communion of the body 
of Christ? For we being many are 
one bread, and one body: for we are 


-‘all partakers of that one bread” (1 


Cor. 10:16, 17). Studying and believ- 
ing God’s Word is the means by which 
we learn of the sacrifice of Christ and 
are enabled to feed on Him by faith. 
“The Hebrews used this expression with 
reference to knowledge . . . as in Exodus 
24:11, where it is put for being alive; 
so eating and drinking denoted the 
operation of the mind in receiving and 


‘inwardly digesting’ truth or the words 


of God. ... No idiom was more com- 
mon in the days of our Lord. With 
them as with us, eating included the 
meaning of enjoyment. .” (Com- 
panion. Bible). The ‘same _ reference 
work also points out that a comparison 
of John 6:47 and 53 show “that be- 
lieving on Christ was exactly the same 
thing as eating and drinking Him.” 

While it is true that we serve a risen 
Lord, the phrase “till he come” could 
not have applied merely to His coming 
to meet the disciples immediately after 
His resurrection, for that occurred only 
a few days after He had instituted the 
Supper. It is generally agreed by Bible 
expositors that this applies to His sec- 
ond coming. Moreover, Paul used the 
phrase, in his instructions for the Lord’s 
Supper, long after Christ had risen and 
ascended. Scofield gives the date of 1 
Corinthians as A.D. 59. Paul said, “For 
as often as ye eat this bread, and drink 
this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death 
till he come,” meaning that whenever 
the Lord’s people have this sacrament 
it looks two ways, pointing backward 
to His death and forward to His com- 
ing again. 
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V. Two: Things God's Grace Does for Us 


What He has done and will do for believers 


Sunpay ScuHoot Times office: 

“What do you consider the most 
dangerous heresy of today?” -I wonder 
what answer you would have made. 
Perhaps you think there are so many 
heresies that it is hard to say which is 
the most dangerous. Would you have 
said Christian Science, the Higher 
Criticism, New Theology, Millennial 
Dawnism? Any one of those things is 
dangerous enough. But none of these, I 


QUESTION recently came to THE 


believe, is the most dangerous heresy of: 


today. For the most dangerous is the 
emphasis that is being given, right in 
the professing Christian church itself, 
on what we do for God, instead of on 
what God does for us. 

Oh, I hope God will make that very 
plain to us! As you go out from this 
Institute into your ministry, whatever 
form it takes, you will realize the sub- 
tle, almost all-pervading presence of 
that thing: the emphasis in the church, 
and in Christian organizations, on what 
we do for God as the great thing, as the 
most important thing; instead of just 
the opposite—the emphasis as we ought 
to place it, on what God does for us. 

You hear people saying, “Get busy 
for God, and the rest will take care of 
itself.” Even in evangelistic services, 
even in revivals where the blood of 
Christ is rightly being pointed to as the 
only way of salvation, you have heard 
that mistaken emphasis, the call to “Be 
aman” if you would get saved. In a 
great evangelistic revival where souls 
were being saved, I have heard the 
evangelist cry out, as he called upon 
men to hit the trail and come up and 
acknowledge Jesus Christ as Saviour, 
“Be a man! Don’t be a milk-sop! Don’t 
be a mollycoddle! Be a man!” 


The Offense of the Cross 

But there is no such call in the Bible 
to the unsaved; God never tells one to 
“assert his manhood” by accepting 
Christ. The offense of the cross is just 
the opposite. It is a degrading thing, 
a humiliating thing, to recognize why 
the cross saves. I do not mean that the 
cross degrades us, but that the cross 
exposes our degradation; it humiliates 
us into the dust. There is no Scripture 
appeal to the unsaved to “be a man 
and accept Christ”; but there is a clear 
declaration from God that, because you 
are less than a man, less than a woman, 
because there is no hope in you, because 
you are dead in trespasses and sins, you 


’ Must let God save you through the 


death of Christ as your slain substitute. 
You can’t do anything for yourself. No; 


’ Salvation is not asserting our manhood; 


Salvation is recognizing our utter lack 
of manhood and womanhood, our hope- 
lessness, our worthlessness; recognizing 
that, if we are to be saved, it has got to 
be done for us by God. 

May God make very plain to us all 


This is the first part of the reprint 
of another of Dr. Trumbull’s pam- 
phlets on the victorious life which 
was originally called “Victory With- 
out Trying.” In this installment he 
defines grace and writes of what 
God accomplished for us in salva- 
tion and what He will do at the re- 
turn of Christ. The second part of 
the pamphlet next week will dis- 
cuss what God does for us in the 
meantime, how He makes it possi- 
\ ble for us to have victory over sin 
in this life. 








‘in this hour something about the grace 
of God. This mistaken emphasis of 
today looks in exactly the opposite di- 
rection from grace. It looks in the direc- 
tion of works. Not that works have no 
place in the Christian’s life. You know 
they have. But they follow the grace 
of God; they do not precede it: and 
they are never the condition of God’s 
grace. ; 


The Meaning of Grace 

I heard a Christian say, a few years 
ago, that he supposed very few Chris- 
tians had any intelligent idea of the 
meaning of grace. And do you know, I 
was indignant at that! I said to myself: 
“That’s nonsense! It’s not true, that 
very few Christians have any intelli- 
gent idea of grace. Every saved person 
knows perfectly welk what grace is.” 
But I have come to see my mistake. 
I did not know much about grace when 
I was so indignant at the suggestion 
that most Christians do not. But God, 
in His infinite grace and patience has 
been showing me more and more of 
the infinite, unsearchable riches of the 
meaning of that word GRACE. And 
now I realize that I still know very lit- 
tle of the meaning of grace; and that, 
so far as most Christians are concerned, 
the lack of knowledge is pitiable and 
tragic. 

Will you let me remind you of three 
things that God’s grace does for us? 

In the. first place, What is grace? We 
all know that it is God’s beneficent 
work for us, wholly independent of 
what we are and.what we do. It is not 
merely God’s attitude toward us, but 
His activity in our behalf. Grace does 
not mean that God stands off and smil- 
ingly looks in our direction. Grace 
means His’ tremendous, omnipotent ac- 
tivity; the dynamite of Heaven accom- 
plishing things in our behalf, wholly 
independent of what we are and of 
what we do. - 

And what is God’s threefold work 
of grace for us? 

I am going to take the third first, of 
three great things that God’s grace does 
for us. In Romans 8:21 we read this: 
“Because the creature itself also shall 
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be delivered from the bondage of cor- 
ruption into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God.” In 1 Corinthians 15: 
51, 52 we read: “Behold, I show you a 
mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed, in a moment, in“ 
the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump: for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorrupt- 
ible, and we shall be changed.” And 
in 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17: “For the 
Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the arch- 
angel, and with the trump of God: and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first: then 
we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and 
so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 

Those three passages tell us one thing 
that God’s grace accomplishes for us; 
and here are three great facts about the 
same work of grace—creation shall be 
delivered; the dead ‘shall be raised;. and 
we that are alive shall be caught up. 
The resurrection of the body; the de- 
liverance from the general bondage of 
corruption in which all creation is at 
this, time; and our blessed hope of being 
caught up to meet the Lord in the air. 

Now did you notice that all three of 
those great verbs are in the passive 
voice, not the active? It does not say 
that creation shall deliver itself from 
corruption. They shall be delivered. 
The verb is passive. Nor does it say, 
“The dead shall raise themselves.” It 
has to be done for them. And it does 
not say, “We shall spring up in the air 
to meet the Lord,” but, “We shall be 
caught up.” It all has’ to be done for 
us; it is God’s grace, not man’s works. 


“Helping” God in His Exclusive Work 


When I was a young fellow in college 
I went in a little for the high jump. I 
was a proud youngster when I won a 
prize cup in the freshman. games at 
Yale for the running high jump. But 
suppose any of us got the idea that, at 
the time of the rapture, when the 
trump. shall sound and the Lord shall 
come into the air to meet His saints, we 
had somehow to use our power to raise 
ourselves up out of this earth to meet 
the Lord. Suppose the best high jump- 
ers thought they had a better chance 
for getting into the proper place to meet 
the Lord in the air, because of their 
skill in high jumping. Absurd, you 
say. Of course. But it isn’t one bit 
more absurd than the mistake, dear 
friends, which I made about another 
part of the work of God’s grace for us, 
during the first twenty-five years of my 
Christian life. I was a saved man for 
twenty-five years while I made the mis- 
take of attempting to help God in a 
work which is exclusively the grace of 
God—a mistake’ just as absurd as to 
suppose that any strength I used to have 
in the running high jump will be useful 
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on the day when the Lord calls His 
Church to meet Him in the air. 

There is another wonderful thing that 
God’s grace does for us. It is-the sec- 
ond of our three. We noted the last 
first; now let us take the first second. 
We find it in Ephesians 2:1: “You hath 
he made alive, who were dead in tres- 
passes and sins; . . . God, who is rich 
in mercy, for his great love wherewith 
he loved us, even when we were dead 
in sins, made us alive together with 
Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) and 
hath raised us up together.” 

“Hath.” The first word of grace that 
we noted, God is going to do in the 
future. He will raise up the dead and 
change the living. But now Paul says, 
He “hath raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus: that in the ages to come 
he might show the exceeding riches of 
his grace in his kindness toward us 
through Christ Jesus, For by grace are 
ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God: not of 
works, lest any man should boast” 
(Eph. 2:6-9). That seems to be grace 
according to God’s idea. Thus the dead 
man is saved by the grace of God, by 
the work of God for him, not by any- 
thing he does; through simple faith in 


that finished and completed ‘and unim-’ 


provably perfect work of God, he is 
born again. 
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. How ‘much of that work does God do? 
The most of it? Pretty nearly all of it? 
No! .All! Grace does not share any- 
thing with man. Grace is not a joint 
effort. Grace is not co-operation. Grace 
is jealous—as God is a jealous God, 
grace is absolutely exclusive. Grace 
means “God does it all.” And it was 
done for us nineteen centuries before 
we were born. 

Grace shuts out our works, so far as 
our having any share in.the work which 
grace accomplishes. Grace results in 
our works, in a most wonderful way, 
but our works do not help grace a bit. 
I remember how startled I was when I 
first had called to my attention those 
words in Romans 4:5, “To him that 
worketh not, but believeth on him that 
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteousness.” To him 
that worketh not—just keeps absolutely 
still and simply believes on Him that 
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteousness. We had 
nothing to do with bearing the sins of 
the world, did we? And we had noth- 
ing to do with bearing our own sins. 
They have been borne for us, taken 
away. “Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world.” 
That’s grace. That’s why grace says 
“Done: Finished!” 


(To be continued) 


A Christian Manifesto Concerning Evolution 


This “Manifesto” was prepared by -Fred John Meldau, editor of the 
“Christian Victory Magazine,” in collaboration and counsel with a 
Southern Christian businessman, four Christian teachers of biology, 
a prominent Denver doctor, and an equally prominent Denver psychi- 
atrist, as an expression of Christian youth of our country, as represented 
by young people in “Youth for Christ” who participated in an essay- 


writing contest. 


One copy each of the “Manifesto” as well as of two antievolution 
booklets—“A Summary of the Principal Reasons Why We Believe in 
Creation, and Not in Evolution,” by Fred John Meldau; and “Witnesses 
Against Evolution,” by Prof. Leander S. Keyser; Douglas Dewar, F.Z.S.; 
W. Bell Dawson, F.R.S.; Dr. Arthur I. Brown, and Fred John Meldau— 
may be had free of cost as long as the supply lasts. 

Additional copies may be had at 25 cents a dozen, or $1:50 a hundred 
for the “Manifesto”; 10 cents each, or 5 cents each for 25 or more, copies 
of the “Summary”; $1 for four, or 20 cents each for ten or more copies 
of the “Witnesses” booklets. Address Christian Victory Pub. Co., 2909 


Umatilla St., Denver 11. 


E, THE millions of Bible-believing 

’ Christians of America and the 
world, in the year of our Lord 1959 (the 
centenary of the publication of Dar- 
win’s “Origin of Species”), wish to give 
public expression to our convictions: 

That the universe, the world and all 
life thereon, including man, were 
brought into being by divine fiat; 

That the orderly progression of life 
on earth from the lower forms (micro- 
scopic protozoa) to the higher forms 
(complex metazoa, including man) is 
not the result of natural evolution 
(“random changes,” “chance mutations,” 
or “natural selection”), producing the 
gradual transformation. of one genus 
into another—the lower into the higher 

“through untold millions of years, but 
is the result of special creation; 


That the Creator arranged all life 
into distinct families of interbreeding, 
reproducing populations; and though 
there is great flexibility within the 
species, resulting in many varieties, 
breeds, races, and strains (from genetic 
mutations), there is an impassable 
“chemical barrier” (Luther Burbank) 
that prohibits transmutation of one 
family into another. We all know there 
are many breeds of dogs, cats, and the 
like, but who ever heard of a dog or a 
cat or any other animal “evolving” into 
another genus? In the words of the 


Bible, each “kind” (family) of life on 
earth is created with its own type of 
life that reproduces persistently “after 
its kind” (Gen. 1) and will not deviate 
therefrom (other than the flexibility of 
many ‘varieties within each specig¢s). 


/ 
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Let it be known, furthermore, that 
evolution, as some evglutionists have 
freely admitted, “is an unproven, un- 
provable hypothesis,” and that it fails 
utterly in the following realms: 

‘ 1. Evolutiom has no explanation for 
the origin of the universe. Nothing 
cannot create something. Sheer logic 
forces us to accept the teaching of Gen- 
esis 1:1, “In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth.” 

2. Our orderly, well-designed world, 
having water (practically unknown in 
the rest of the universe), a well-bal- 
anced atmosphere, and almost one hun- 
dred necessary and useful elements, and 
climatic. conditions permitting life on 
earth, gives abundant evidence of hav- 
ing been specially designed for habita- 
tion. Design demands a Designer. 

3. The origin of life on earth, and 
its presence here in such great abun- 
dance and variety, maintained in an 
obviously well-planned and finely bal- 
anced and interdependent economy, in 
which plants support animals and ani- 
mals support plants, demands a Creator. 

Pasteur demonstrated that there can 
be no “spontaneous generation”; life 
must come from life. The origin of 
life must be attributed to the supreme 
Creator. 

4. Every form of life on earth is 
highly specialized and perfectly adapted 
to its environment. The cactus in the 
desert, the eagle in the air, the tiger in 
the jungle, the whale in the sea, all 
function well where they are. No form 
of life on earth reveals any need, or de- 
sire, for evolution of any kind. 

Moreover, we need—the economy of 
the world needs—every form of life 
just as it is and where it is. We need 
cows, horses, and dogs just as they are, 
We need camels for the deserts. We 
need the predatory animals to maintain 
the balance of nature. The work of 
creation is that of an all-wise Sovereign. 

5. Furthermore, the innumerable high- 
ly complex and specialized organs, ‘such 
as the eye and the ear, the sonar 
system of bats, the beak of a wood- 
pecker, the tongue of a toad, the trunk 
of an elephant, the spinerette of a 
spider, and a mother’s breast, are of 
such a nature that to be useful they 
had to come into being at once, and 


could not have developed gradually . 


through ‘chance mutations and random 
changes. A partially developed beak or 
eye or trunk is a monstrosity nowhere 
found in nature, either living or in fos- 
sil form. Nor would it do any ‘good 
were there such a thing, for what good 
is a partly developed beak of a wood- 
pecker, or tongue of a toad? 

6. The incredible wonders of the 
atom, with its more than thirty infinites- 
imal particles—protons, neutrons, elec- 
trons; pions, mesons, and the like, and 
the highly complex nature of protein 
molecules, and the involved intricacies 
and marvels of body cells, and a thou- 
sand more wonders and _ miracles in the 
microscopic world—demand special cre- 
ation. The atom is far too complex to 
have just happened. To believe that 
such complexities as the atom and the 
protein molecule just happened is like 
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believing that a modern, highly com- 
plex electronic computing machine just 
happened. It took intelligence and skill 
to construct the electronic computing 
machine; it took intelligence and skill 
to produce a universe of atoms! 

7. The instinct that unerringly guides 
a bird, a whale, an eel, or some fish, in 
their long and amazing migrations; and 
the instinct that enables a bird to build 
its own characteristic nest the first time 
it tries (without previous experience), 
and enables bees to build a_ perfect 
honeycomb, and a thousand other mar- 
vels in insect and animal life due to in- 
stinct—showing apparent intelligence, 
without having the actual, matching in- 
telligence—is obviously the work of a 
Master Designer, who fully equipped 
all. forms of life to enable each to sur- 
vive in its own environment and to 
serve, in some capacity, the economy of 
nature. 

8. There are amazing forms of life, 
such as the hunting wasps, honey bees, 
social ants, penguins, and a thousand 
others, having abilities and character- 
istics far in excess of their humble 
station in life, which enable them to 
accomplish fantastically involved rou- 
tines. 

9. There are many highly compli- 
cated processes in nature that are so 
involved as to demand special creation, 
such as photosynthesis; many physical 
processes of the body, such as the mar- 
velous chemical actions of the liver 
and the blood, the nervous system, and 
the ductless glands; processes of the 
human mind, such as memory, reason, 


consciousness, intelligence, imagination, » 


and the power of speech; the process of 
metamorphosis, and the like. 

Consider the astounding miracle of 
metamorphosis: moths and butterflies 
go through an involved cycle—egg, 
larva, pupa, adult butterfly or moth— 
that could not have come about through 
a process of chance mutations or ran- 
dom changes; it is so involved it de- 
mands special creation. 

10. There are innumerable missing 
_ that are not to be found, either in 
the living world, or in the world of fos- 
Ssils, such as the vast gulf between in- 
organic matter and life, between each 
phyla, and between practically all gen- 
era of all phyla. 

‘How, for instance, could the scales 
of reptiles evolve into the feathers of 
birds, as evolutionists teach and be- 
lieve? And how could the humble sea 


_ urchin, that lives in a shell, ever evolve 


into an animal with a:‘skeleton? And 
how is one to account for the great gulf 
between the mind of an ape and the 
mind of man? 

There are literally thousands of miss- 
ing links, for each form of life is distinct 
and was created to occupy its own 
realm, to which it is well adapted. Ac- 
cording to evolution there should be 
innumerable intermediary stages be- 
tween all forms of life, but there are 
not. ‘ 

11. The persistence of type in all gen- 
era the world over is a phenomenon 
that baffles evolutionists. Scientists tell 
us that the amoeba has been in exist- 
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ence for hundreds of millions of years;, 
and yet amoebas are still with us, and 
amoebas still breed true to form! 
Amoebas always produce amoebas; they 
never change. 

Experimenters for many years have 
worked with bacteria, the Drosophila 
(fruit-fly), and other forms of life, but 
they have not been able to cause one 
genus to transform into another. 

Scientists tell us that ants haven’t 
changed appreciably for the last sixty 
million years! All genera always breed 
true to form (allowing, of course, for 
the many varieties in species), or pro- 
duce sterile offspring. There is no evi- 
dence whatever of transformism—the 
transmutation, through evolution—of 
species, from one genus to another. 

12. There is present in the universe, 
and in the world, law, order, and 
design for an intended purpose, that pre- 
supposes a Creator. The laws of grav- 
itation and inertia keep the stars in 
their orbits. Who made these laws? 
Where did they come from? Laws de- 
mand a Lawgiver. 

The various and sundry laws of 
chemistry and physics are dependable 
and have enabled men to make such 
wonders as the electron microscope, the 
telescope, nuclear power plants, high 
speed photographic equipment, and a 
million more wonders of modern 
science. 

One law that completely confutes 
evolution is the Second Law of Ther- 
modynamies, which states that “left to 
themselves all things tend to greater 
randomness” (degeneracy, decay). Boil- 
ing water, if not kept over heat, will 
cool off; the baseball thrown will come 
to a stop; the very stars of heaven are 
all slowly cooling off. It is a fact that 
all creation tends to degenerate, run 
down. 

Because of these, and scores of other 
facts that prove creation instead of 
evolution, be it resolved that we go on 
record, declaring our faith in the Su- 
preme Being as the creator and sus- 
tainer of the heavens and the earth, 
and all things therein. 

Furthermore, be it resolved that we 
express our faith in the Bible as the 
inerrant revelation of God and His will. 
The Bible presents God as a tri-unity: 
Father, Son (the Lord Jesus Christ), 
and Holy Sgirit; Man, originally created 
in the image of God, is a fallen sinner, 
in need of salvation; Christ, the second 
person of the Trinity, is the incarnate 
Redeemer who made atonement on the 
cross for man’s. sins; salvation for man 
is obtainable through individual re- 
pentance and faith in Christ. Therefore, 
we urge all men everywhere to read 
the Bible carefully, and give earnest 
heed to its message. 

Why not send a copy of this Manifesto 
to all your local newspapers with the 
information that additional copies may 
be had as n@ted above? 


wg 
The fact is that, when we turn our 


faces toward the light, the shadows fall 
behind us.—J. Stuart Holden. 
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Divine Providence 
(Continued from page 432) 
wages due him, even though his em- 
ployer*had suggested @ Hudson Taylor 
was expecting to go to China as a 
missionary. He wished to exercise his 
faith in God, especially along the lines 
of the supply of temporal things. The 
opportunity came: his employer, who 
was a physician, forgot to pay him his 
weekly wages. Hudson Taylor had 
only to remind him that they were due, 
but he refused, and gave himself to 
prayer. He came out of that experience 
with a trust in God that enabled him 
to establish the now famous China In- 
land Mission; a faith that caused him to 
look to God alone to stir up the mem- 
ories of God’s people to give to ‘the 
work of God under his care. I shall 
close this point with a quotation that 


. proved true in the experience of Joseph 


and will prove true in the experience 
of all who trust sincerely in God: “Yea, 
they may forget, yet will I not forget 
thee” (Isa. 49:15). 

2. A baby’s cry. We read of. it in 
Exodus 2:6: “And when she had opened 
it, she saw the child: and, behold, the 
babe wept.” The record goes on to 
state what that cry did: “She had com- 
passion on him, and said, This is one of 
the Hebrews’ children.” Why was the 
baby not sound asleep at the time? It 
was divine Providence that brought it 
about that the babe wept just at that 
moment, and that caused the heart of 
the princess to be touched with com- 
passion that He might bring about His’ 
purposes for a nation and for a world. 

Some years ago there passed away 
in Germany a Christian lady known 
as Sister Eva. During her lifetime she 
had established a number of homes for 
the homeless. Over two thousand poor 
and uncared-for children had passed 
througl those homes. That part of her 
life of caring for the little children had 
this small beginning: “One day I found 
a poor boy, ragged, destitute, and hun- 
gry. His thisery went to my heart.” 
She began to care for him as a mother 
till her father forbade it. But God led 
her on till she had established her 
homes for the homeless, and had taken 
in over 2,000 such children. Dr. Barnardo 
established in his lifetime 112 homes 
for destitute waifs, and rescued 60,000 
children, but his work had its begin- 
nings in his meeting a group of small 
boys on a London street at night and 
discovering that they had no homes 
but were sleeping out where they 
could. It touched his heart, and ied to 
his great work. The great work of 
Robert Raikes had a similar beginning, 
and he is known today as the originator 
of the Sunday school. These three re- 
ferred to were touched by what may be 
called the cry of the children. It was 
surely divine Providence leading them 
and working through them on behalf 
of the little ones whom Scripture states 
to be the objects of His divine solicitude 
and care (see Jonah 4:11). ‘ 

3. A happy event. In the idyllic story 
of the Book of Ruth we find these words 


(Continued on page 448) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





EVIVAL in the Northwest—Mani- 

festations of real revival in our land 
seem to be so rare just now that I think 
it will not be out of order to quote 
here a report from the Rev. Torrey M. 
Johnson, not only that his many friends 
might know of God’s blessing upon his 
work, but’ that other Christians might 
be encouraged with the good news. 
Under date of March 29, Dr. Johnson, 
founder of Youth for Christ and for 
many years pastor of the Midwest Bible 
Church, Chicago, sent a telegram from 
Seattle, Wash. to Dr. James Henry 
Hutchins, pastor of the Lake Avenue 
Congregational Church of Pasadena, 
Calif., who has given me permission to 
quote it here: “All praise to God for 
answers to prayer in beautiful sunny 
weather for Aqua Theater Sunrise 
Service here and five other meetings 
this morning. At all services hands 
went up like bullets deciding for Christ 
as -personal Saviour. Greatest Easter 
season of my entire life. My son, Tor- 
rey Johnson, Jr., preaching with great 
anointing of ‘the Holy Spirit. God 
sustains with health and strength. We 
begin tomorrow Bremerton Navy Yard. 
We beg the prayers of all God’s people.” 


Record Holder for S. S. Attendance 
Goes to ’Her Third Home.—Several 
- weeks ago there passed away, at her 
home in Germantown, Pennsylvania, 
Miss Jennie Culbertson Powers, who 
had the amazing record of perfect at- 
tendance in the Sunday school of the 
West Side Presbyterian Church of Ger- 
mantown for eighty-three*years. This 
achievement was brought to the atten- 
tion of many in Ripley’s “Believe It or 
Not” columns in 1955, when she had 
eighty years of perfect attendance. On 
one occasion in responding to words of 
commendation for such a record, Miss 
Powers said, “I have three homes: my 
‘heavenly home, my earthly home and 
the West Side Church. I have been 
happy in two and I know I will be the 
same in the third.” ; 


Radio and TV’s Silence on the Easter 
Message.—The radio and television edi- 
tor of the Pasadena Star News, Mr. 
Ray McConnell, Jr., shortly before 
Easter wrote an article, “Holy Week 
Leaves TV Tongue-Tied,” which I wish 
could: be reprinted in full in every 
newspaper in America. The following 
paragraphs are taken from the article: 

“This writer wonders if anyone else 
this week will notice how peculiarly 
tongue-tied television becomes during 
Holy Week, the climactic period of the 
Christian year. The secular aspects of 


this holiday season, celebrated in some 
way by all peoples since time imme- 
morial and associated with the recur- 
ring cycle of spring and new life, do not 
go unnoticed. There is gaiety, sparkle 
and refreshment in the procession of 
‘special’ variety shows this week. There 
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is no lack of song and dance, of Easter 
bunnies and Easter fashions and spring 
frolic. 

“T do not mean to criticize this light- 
heartedness of TV, nor on the other 
hand to overlook the high quality of 
the very, very few programs of reli- 
gious content—Hallmark Hall of Fame’s 
‘Green Pastures,’ and Monday’s ‘Voice 
of Firestone,’ to name two. But with 
these exceptions one can hardly find 
on television any acknowledgment that 
to millions of people the days of this 
week hold the most exalted religious 
significance. 

“The Christmas season gets a pretty 
fair break on television, for all the 
Christmas commercialization—at least 
it did this season. Like Easter, the 
Yuletide celebration derives from many 
customs of many peoples and times. 
But while television by no means has 
underemphasized the delightful pagan- 
isms of Santa Claus, reindeer, tinsel 
and toys, neither has it ignored the 
religious meaning of Bethlehem. 

“This week on television is a’ differ- 
ent story. It is as if the same TV 
programmers who are unafraid to deal 
with the Nativity were afraid even to 
acknowledge the commemoration of 
Christ’s passion, and death. Of Gol- 
gotha there is almost no note. ‘ 

“Paganism holds no terrors at all for 
television: it is considered noncontro, 
versial and part of the fabric of en- 
tertainment. But when it comes to 
the religious experience of the Bible it 
sometimes looks as if only the’ Old 
Testament, being the. more _ widely 
shared, and the New Testament through 
the story of Bethlehem, but not beyond, 
were considered safe ground. This 
doesn’t make sense.” 


Largest Missionary Societies in North 
America.—The nine societies in North 
America having the largest number of 
missionaries at the present. time are, 
according to the Missionary Research 
Library, as follows:. ' 

Seventh Day Adventists (including 

U.S. and other home bases, 2,000 

The. United Presbyterian Church in 

the U.S.A., 1,293 

Southern Baptist Convention, 

Sudan Interior Mission, 1,071 

Division of World Missions, Methodist, 

975 
The Christian and Missionary Alliance, 
822 

The Evangelical Alliance Mission, 764 

Wycliffe Bible Translators, 705 

Assemblies of God, 676 


Bibles by the Ton—I am not in- 
formed of the details of* this, but I 
have recently seen an announcement 
that a two-ton cargo of Bibles has 
arrived in Rotterdam on the S.S. Etrog, 
sent from Haifa, apparently an export 
from Israel. Whether these are Hebrew 
Bibles or English Bibles I do not know, 
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but possibly they contain only the Old 
Testament Scriptures. : 


Religious “Boom” Discredited.—A nat- 
ural and justified reaction is now set- 
ting in against the much-publicized 
“religious boom” developing in our 
country, with its accompanying parade 
of statistics. Dr. Benson Y. Landis, a 
leading church statistician, has bluntly 
said, “The great difficulty is that many 
of the figures not only are crude esti- 
mates but they do not nearly cover all 
the ground that they should.” Dr. Win- 
throp S. Hudson, Professor of Church 
History at Colgate-Rochester Divinity 
School calls this boom an illusion, and 
adds, “We have been fooling ourselves 
with our own brand of the. ‘numbers 
game.’” 

In a study made in 1920 it was 
learned that 63 per cent of American 
businessmen had church preferences. 
In 1950, that figure had dropped to 41 
per cent. In a study of eighteen Prot- 
estant churches in 1953, donations in 
relation to income were lower than in 
1929. 


The Weakest Link in the Church 
Program.—The director of the Youth 
Department of the Methodist General 
Board of Education, Dr. Joseph W. Bell, 
has issued a warning that the church 
program involving older youth is the 
weakest link in the church’s ministry. 
We all know what he means when he 
says: “There is a great drop-out of 
young people followjng the high school 
years. There is considerable feeling 
that at the end of high school there is 


not much of a place in the church for : 


young people. There is a degree of 
independence which leads many of 
them to give up habits which are easier 
to keep at home or had parental en- 
couragement.” He continues: “I be- 
lieve it is critical, because in the post- 
high young people there is the future 
of the church and of the country. The 
situation is going to become increas- 
ingly critical because. of the increase 
in the number of people in the age 
group eighteen to twenty-four.” 


Religion in Communist Korea.—What 
a difference Communism makes! Be- 
fore the Korean War, Korea was con- 
sidered one of the outstanding examples 
of the victory of the Gospel in any 
Oriental land—and South Korea today 
still bears witness to such triumph, 
with its 1,323,091 Protestants, of whom 
864,262 are Presbyterian. But how 
tragically different is the situation in 
North Korea today. Mr. Lee Dong 
Joon, a former newspaper correspond- 
ent for Pravda, who recently escaped 
into South Korea, reports that not only 
are religious meetings forbidden, but 
the very subject of religion is prac- 
tically taboo. He said he had not seen 
a pastor or priest performing religious 
duties at any time during the last four 
years. Most of the church buildings 
were destroyed during the war, and 
the few that remained have been con- 
fiscated. Church activity has gone un- 


~ 


derground. Although the people are’ 


forbidden to listen to Radio Seoul, many 
do tune in to religious programs. 
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International Uniform Lesson. 
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LESSON 12. JUNE 21. JEHOSHAPHAT, WISE KING OF JUDAH 


2 Chronicles 17; 19; 20; printed text, 19:4-11 


Golden Text.—Let the fear of the Lord be mner you; take heed and do it: for there is no iniquity with the Lord 
our God, nor respect of persons, nor taking of gifts.—2 Chron. 19:7 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 
2 Chron. 19:4 And Jehoshaphat dwelt at Jerusalem: and 
he went out again through the people from Beer-sheba to 
mount Ephraim, and brought them’ back unto the Lorp God 
- of their fathers. 
5 And he set judges in ‘the land throughout all the fenced 


cities of Judah, city by city, 


6 And said to the judges, Take heed what ye do: for ye 
judge not for man, but for the Lorp, who is with you in the 


judgment. 


7 Wherefore now let the fear of the Lorp be upon you; take 
heed and do it: for there is no iniquity with the Lorp our 
God, nor respect of persons, nor taking of gifts. 

8 Moreover in Jerusalem did Jehoshaphat set of the 
Levites, and of the priests, and of the chief of the fathers of 
Israel, for the judgment of the Lorp, and for controversies, 


when they returned to Jerusalem. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
ING JEHOSHAPHAT ruled over 
Judah (the two southern tribes) 
from 870 to 849 B.C. He is famed 
for several reasons. 

First, because of his reliance upon 
God. An ardent foe of idolatry (2 
Chron. 17:6), he “sought to the Lord 
God of his father” (2 Chron. 17:4) and 
walked in obedience to the divine com- 
mandments. As the result God blessed 
him abundantly (2 Chron. 17:5; 20:30). 
And when enemies arose against Judah, 
and Jehoshaphat turned to the -Lord 
for aid, his prayers were answered and 
his adversaries were exterminated (2 


-Chron. 20:24). 


Second, because of the respect which 
he deserved and widely received. He 
was a good king, vitally concerned in 
the welfare of his people. His regime 
was characterized by peace and pros- 
perity. Neighboring nations honored 
him and added to his wealth. 

Third—and for this Jehoshaphat is 
particularly famous—because of the re- 
vival which he instituted in Judah. 
This was one of the seven major re- 
vivals described in the Old Testament. 
The king todk a personal interest in re- 
forming his land, and he was eminently 
successful. 

In spite of his achievements, he made 
one colossal blunder. He joined in un- 
holy alliance with the enemies of God 
(cf. 2 Chron. 19:2; 20:35-37). 


Verse by Verse 


2 Chron. 19:4—“Jehoshaphat dwelt 
at Jerusalem ... he went out again... 
from. Beer-sheba to mount Ephraim, 
and brought them back to the Lord 
God...” The king continued the proc- 
ess of national reformation. Pre- 
viously he had sent forth religious 
teachers (cf. 2 Chron. 17:7-9). Now he 


5 


9 And he charged them, saying, Thus shall ye do in the 
fear of the Lorn, faithfully, and with a perfect heart. 


10 And what cause soever shall come to you of your 
brethren that dwell in their cities, between blood and 


blood, between law and commandment, statutes and judg- 


ments, ye shall even warn them that they trespass not against 
the Lorp, and so wrath come upon you, and upon your 
brethren: this do, and ye shall not trespass. 

11 And, behold, Amariah the chief priest is over you in 
all matters of the Lorp; and Zebadiah the son of Ishmael, 
the ruler of the house of Judah, for all the king’s matters: 
also the Levites shall be officers before you. Deal courage- 
ously, and the Lorp shall be with the good. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the a > 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by P 


national Council of Religious Education. 


Me we Me v 


went forth in person throughout the 
southern kingdom, causing the people 
to abandon their idols and return to 
the God of their fathers. Beer-sheba 
(to the south) and the northern “hill- 
country of Ephraim” (literally) were 
regarded as national boundaries. 

Verse 5.—“He set judges in the land 
throughout all the fenced cities of 
Judah, city by city.” “Fenced cities” 
were “fortified cities,” ie., towns suf- 
ficiently important or central to merit 
protection. “City by city” means “in 
every city.” The king was simply obey- 
ing the command of Deuteronomy 16: 
18. ° 

Verse 6—“And said to the judges, 
Take heed .. . ye judge not for man, 
but for the Lord, who is with you in the 
judgment.” In this royal order Je- 
hoshaphat reminded the judges that 
they were representatives of God; His 
will and law and not man’s desires 
must govern their decisions. The Lord 
would indéed be with them “in the 
matter of judgment” (Heb.), i.e. in 
rendering their verdicts (cf. Deut. 1: 
17). 

Verse 7.—“. . . let the fear of the Lord 
be upon you; take heed and do... 
there is no iniquity with the Lord... 
ner respect of persons, nor taking of 
gifts.” The administration of unbiased 
justice is rooted in the being and char- 
acter of God. The implication is: let 


the judges recognize that they act on’ 


behalf of the holy One; let them reflect 
His impartiality in their judicial con- 
duct; let. them be incorruptible, even 
as He is. 
Verse 8—“In Jerusalem did Jehosh- 
aphat set of the Levites . . . priests 
. chief of the fathers of Israel, for the 








LA 
Dr. Woodbridge has iy ~y printed, 
loose-leaf outline studies'of all the New Tes- 
tament Books. These are for personal Bible 
study and teaching. If nee write for 
a descriptive folder to Dr. C. J. Woodbridge, 
P.O. Box 55, Altadena, Galli. a 


judgment of the Lord . . . for contro- 
versies, when they returned to Jeru- 
salem.” The supreme court, where 
appeals were to, be adjudicated, was.- 
instituted in the capital (cf. Deut. 17:8). 
Levites had been assigned as judges 
(cf. 1 Chron. 23:4; note Deut. 17:9). 
Now laymen were added to the court 
(“heads of the. fathers,” ie. tribal 
chiefs). The “judgment of the Lord” 
concerned matters dealing with religion. 
“Controversies” suggests lawsuits of 
varied kinds. 

Verse 9—“He charged them .. . Thus 
shall ye do in the fear of the Lord, 
faithfully, and with a perfect heart.” 
A “perfect” is an “undivided” heart 
(cf. 2 Chron 15:17; 16:9). The Lord 
must be central in all judicial proceed- 
ings, not only in the lower courts 
throughout the land, but also.in the su- 
preme tribunal in Jerusalem. Note the 
inescapable fact: justice’ on earth has 
its ultimate root in the justice of God. 

Verse 10—“What cause soever shall 
come to you .. . between blood and 
blood . . . law and commandment... 
ye shall . . . warn them that they tres- 
pass not against the Lord, and so wrath 
come ... this do, and ye shall not tres- 
pass.” “Trespass not” is “be not guilty” 
(Heb.). “Between blood and blood” re- 
fers to criminal lawsuits involving death 
(e.g., Exod. 21:12-15). “Law dnd com- 
mandment” has to do with the interpre- 
tation of legal codes, or with the 
relevance of particular laws to individual 
situations (study Deut. 17:8-12). Note: 
in seeking to clear the innocent and con- 
demn the guilty, the judges must be 
constantly faithful and guiltless before 
God. 

Verse 11—“Amariah the chief priest 
is over you in all matters of the Lord; 
and Zebadiah ... for all the king’s 
matters ... the Levites shall be officers 
. . . Deal courageously, and the Lord 
shall be withgthe good.” Religious and 
civil laws are closely related to each 
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other: all must be carried out “as unto 
the Lord.”. But administratively they 
are ‘to be differentiated, that all may be 
accomplished efficiently and promptly. 


The verse closes, “. .. Jehovah be with 
the good” (Heb.). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


In times of apostasy God has often 

sent revival. He selects His man, en- 
dues him with unusual spiritual power, 
vision, and zeal, and thrusts him forth 
to bring people back to Himself. Such 
aman was Jehoshaphat. 
- The king was determined that his 
people Judah should abandon their 
idolatry and return to God. To attain 
his goal he started a reformation in 
three areas, all intimately related to his 
central purpose of revival. 

First, he centralized the nation’s wor- 
» ship, by outlawing the idolatrous “high 
places and groves” where pagan rites 
“had been celebrated (2 Chron. 17:6). 

Second, he. established systematic 

courses in. education throughout the 
land. Priests and Levites went to all 
the cities of Judah instructing the peo- 
ple. Their textbook was “the law of the 
Lord” (2 Chron. 17:9), doubtless the 
Pentateuch, the first five books of the 
Old‘ Testament. What a thrilling sight 
it must have been to see these religious 
educators arrive in a town, summon 
the people, and ground them in the will 
of God! | 

Third, he overhauled the legal system 
of Judah. He appointed new judges 
where needed in the lower courts of 
the land, and challenged them one and 
all to render decisions as in the pres- 
ence, and in accordance with the will 
of God. He set up a supreme tribunal, 
or court of appeals, in Jerusalem to see 
that.the laws of the Lord were rigor- 
ously upheld. 

No wonder God blessed His royal 
servant (2 Chron. 17:5; 20:30). 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. Jehoshaphat’s prestige and power (2 
Chron. 17: 1-5, 10-19; 20: 29-34) 

2. Jehoshaphat’s reforms (17:6-9; 19:4- 
11) 

3. Jehoshaphat’s reliance upon God for 
victory (20: 1-28) 

4. Jehoshaphat’s entangling 
(19: 1-3; 20: 35-37) 


Topics for Development 


True revival. “Revival” means a “re- 
newal of life.” If the nations of the 
earth are to be won to Christ, believers 
must experience constant, spiritual re- 
newal. In Jehoshaphat’s day the Word 
of God was used as the instrument. 
Men taught it from city to city in Ju- 
dah. If we today neglect the Word, 
the embers of our devotion will burn 
low.indeed. But if we make the Word 
our daily delight, the Holy Spirit will 
use it not only to reveal the will of God 
but. also to fan the embers into revival 
flame. 


alliances 
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for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
11. June 14.—Elisha and 





Naaman. 2 Kings 5 
Next Week’s Lesson 
18. June 28.—Priest and 


King in Judah. ................ 2 Kings 11; 12 








Practical Applications 

. The Lord rewarded Jehoshaphat’s 
consecration. He granted’ him wealth 
and security. Believers in Christ may 
have to endure trials and pain while on 
earth, but true faith has its reward in 
wealth and security of soul and in jin- 
estimable treasure in Glory. 

Do your children receive Biblical in- 
struction systematically at home? Are 
you concerned that the Sunday school 
teachers in your church teach the Word, 
and thdt your young people are there 
faithfully to receive it? 

It might not be a bad idea to type 
out 2 Chronicles 19:4-10 and send it 
with a courteous, tactful note to some 
lawyer or judge whom you know well 
and who would really appreciate it. 

How inconstant can man be? Je- 
hoshaphat at first placed ‘his sole re- 
liance upon .God and was_ blessed 
accordingly. But later he entered into 
unholy alliances to achieve military 
and commercial gains (2 Chron. 19:1, 
2; 20:35-37). Thank you, Lord, for be- 
ing so patient with us all! 

Gelden Text 

2 Chron. 19:7.—“Let the fear of the 
Lord be upon you; take heed .. . there 
is no iniquity with the Lord ... nor 
respect of persons, nor taking of gifts.” 
What a magnificent, though brief, code 
of legal ethics! Judges must act as in 
the presence of a holy God. They must 
be personally incorruptible and unprej- 
udiced. Then alone will justice be 
fairly and honestly meted out. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HAT was the secret of Jehosha- 
phat’s success? 

2. How did God reward his faith- 
fulness? 

3. In what three areas did the king 
institute revival? 

4. What was 
throughout Judah? 

5. What was the effect of Jehosha- 
phat’s reforms and mounting power 
upon surrounding nations? 

6. How did the king revise Judah’s 
legal system? ; 

7. When threatened by hostile in- 
vasion from Moab and Ammon, to 
whom did Jehoshaphat turn for aid? 

8. What did he do specifically in 
the emergency? : 

9. How did God answer his prayers? 

10. What international blunders did 
Jehoshaphat make? 


the textbook used 


(Answers on page 443) | 


‘tive Christian workers. 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNs 


“Holy, Holy, Holy!” 
“Rescue the Perishing” 
“Make Me a Blessing” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Merci- 
ful Lord, we thank Thee for those who 
gave us Thy Word and by whom we 
were turned to Thee. “Keep us faithful 
to Thee and guide us that we may in 
our turn be useful to Thee in helping 
others to find Thee and Thy grace. 
Use the teaching of Thy truth here and 
in other places in every land this day 
that Thy people may be strengthened 
and others be led to turn to the Saviour. 
Bless this land of ours—those who gov- 
ern us, administer justice, make our 
laws, and guard our heritage. Let 
Christian homes increase and reach the 
youth of our time to draw them early 
to Christ. To the sick and the anxious, 
the disabled and the perplexed, the 
poor and needy grant suitable help and 
kindness. To the sinful and _ back- 
slidden grant a true turning from evil 
and may Thy Word in all places ac- 
complish Thy purposes. Bless those 
who are in far-off lands as Thy mes- 
sengers and let our time see more and 
more people of all races and nations 
receiving Jesus Christ and set to serve 
Him. Forgive our.own sin and failure 
and make us better servants of our 
Lord. Hear us for His sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—This lesson tells us 
of good and wise things done by Jehosh- 
aphat, but the wisest of all he did was 
bringing his people back unto the Lord. 





BACK TO GOD! 


Woarctworo Necvep 


Today, as then, this remains a needful, 
wise, and good work. In it each Chris- 
tian may share. Around us are people 
who leave God out of their lives. They 
need a loving. appeal from someone 
concerned to bring them back to God. 
We can set ourselves to do this and we 
shall have God’s help. 

A minister I know once met unex- 
pectedly on a train a young man he had 
married six years before. In convers- 
ing, the minister felt led to telk of his 
own conversion. It deeply impressed 
the young man and the minister was 
able to lead him to Christ then and 
there. In his turn, the young man led 
his wife to Christ and ‘both became ac- 
They taught 
their little girl some verses of the Bible 
and she got her grandfather to hear 
her recite them. God’s Word from her 
lips spoke to the grandfather and he 
turned to the Lord. Thus an entire 
family was brought to Christ, and to do 
it God used the minister to win the 
young man, the young man to win his 
wife, the two parents to teach their 
child, and the child to win her grand- 
father. God used not only a minister 


THEN 
NOW 











June 6, 1959. 





a 


but 4 
not 0 
get I 
ourse 
be s! 
good 
wise. 

Ca 


ee ae ee 











| Fesson for June 21 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


(11) 439 












erci- 
who 


‘ace, 














but a layman and his wife. He used 
not only adults but a child. If we will 
get right with God ourselves and set 
ourselves to win others, any of us can 
be successful in this great, wise; and 
good work. “He that winneth souls is 
wise.” 
Cautcary, ALTA., CAN. 


we 


The Hlustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
a | be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 

ozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Doing Your Best.—Let the fear of the 
Lord be upon you; take heed and do it 

. (2 Chron. 19:7, Golden Text). Ina 
certain textile factory, part of the in- 
structions set up in the workroom read: 
‘If your threads get tangled send for 
the foreman.” One of the workers, a 
diligent and busy woman, got her 
threads tangled, and she tried to disen- 
tangle them, but only made them worse. 
After that she sent for the foreman. He 
came and looked. Then he said to her, 
“You have been doing this yourself.” 
“Yes,” she replied. “But why did you 
not send for me, according to instruc- 
tions?” he asked. Rather sullenly she 
answered, “I did my best.” And then 
with that tact which a real leader 
Should possess he said quietly, “Re- 
member that doing your best is 
sending for me.”—From “Failure and 
Recovery.” Sent by J. W. Philp, Dem- 
orest, Ga. Prize illustration. 


A Common Difficulty—Let the fear 
of the Lord be upon you; take heed 
and do it... (2 Chron. 19:7, Golden 
Text). A small boy in the rear of a 
classroom appeared to be daydream- 
ing. The teacher was curious about 
him. “Do you have trouble hearing, 
Johnny?” she asked. “No, ma’am,” 
Johnny replied politely. “I have trou- 
ble listening."—From North Carolina 
Christian Advocate. Sent by Leslie E. 
Dunkin, South Bend, Ind. 


The Forgotten Tie—He .. . brought 
them back unto the Lord God of their 
fathers (2 Chron. 19:4). In 1909 Arthur 
James Balfour, the formér Prime Min- 
ister of England, was speaking at the 
University of Edinburgh on “The Moral 
Values Which Unite Nations.” In. his 
address he discussed different ties that 
bind together the peoples of the world— 
ties of common knowledge, ; commerce, 
diplomatic relationships, and bonds of 
human friendship. When he was done 
a Japanese student studying at the Scot- 
tish university got up and asked this 
question: “But, Mr. Balfour, what about 
Jesus Christ?” According to an Ameri- 
can professor who was there, you could 
have heard a pin drop. 
dead silence, as those present felt the 
justice of the rebuke. A leading states- 
man of a Christian nation had been 
dealing with the ties that are to unite 
men, and had left out the one essential 
bond. And the reminder of his for- 


There was: 


getfulness came from a student from a, 





far off non-Christian land. What is 
needed today is a return ‘to God.—From 
Christianity Today. 

Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Why He Had Nothing To Fear—And 
said to the judges, Take heed what ye 
do: for y@judge not for man, but for 
the Lord, who is with you in the judg- 
ment (2 Chron. 19:6). A Christian 
magistrate was telephoned by some 
wicked people and told if he didn’t 
“lay off” certain interests, his little boy 
would be harmed. The magistrate’s 
wife advised him to heed the warning. 
His answer was, “If I would be weak 
enough to give in to these evil people, 
I couldn’t be sure of their word, any- 
way; but when I heed the Word of 
God, I’m sure of Him, providing I 
obey His Word, and that’s what I in- 
tend to do. He is the judge of all the 
earth, and if I do the right in His sight, 
we have nothing to fear.”—Source un- 
known. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, To- 
ronto, Can. 


Where Are Your Eyes Fixed?—And 
he charged them, saying, Thus shall ye 
do in the fear of the Lord, faithfully, 
and with a perfect heart (2 Chron. 20: 
9). 

Look away from things that perish, 
Wood and stone will soon decay, 
Fix your eyes on things eternal, 
God and Heav’n will stand for aye. 
He is able, He is willing, 
He will guide you all the way; 

Take your eyes off things that perish, 
Look to Him and trust and pray. 
—From H. W. Veatch, in Evangelicaf 
International Sunday School Teachers 
Quarterly. Sent by Mrs., Clarence 


Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


In the Majority—Warn them that 
they trespass not against the Lord (2 
Chron. 19:10). A man in the right, with 
God on his side, is in the majority, 
though he ‘he alone, for God is multi- 
tudinous above all the nations on the 
earth—From the _ Biblical Museum 


Chronicler. Sent by the late Rev. Guru 
Manickam, Woriur, Trichinopoly, S. 
India. 


“He Dasn’t Quit.”—Deal_ courageously, 
and the Lord shall be with the good (2 
Chron. 19:11). A young man had a class 
of boys in a mission Sunday school.’ Lit- 
tle fellows, they were, and their new 
teacher’s kindness and tact and genuine 
interest in them had won them to him 
completely. After a while the young 
man became’ father discouraged with 
his efforts among them. He went down 
early that last Sunday—he wanted to 
get his records all in shape—and while 
he sat working in the office adjoining the 
Sunday school room, two ‘of his boys 


‘came in. One announced that he wasn’t 


coming any more; Teacher, was going 
to quit, and he was going to quit, too. 
The other one flatly contradicted the 
first speaker’s statement. The two con- 
tinued to talk, but no argument could 
convince the one lad that Teacher would 
quit. “Why,” he declared; “he dasn’t 
quit. I was the first boy in his class, 
and one Sunday he told us kids that 
God sent him to teach us, and he said 
God was his boss, and he had to do wot 
He said. He’s God’s man, and he dasn’t 


Sent by J. A. : 








quit.” And the young man didn’t quit. 
He took the vision that was given him 
to heart... He caught the message of 
encouragement and cheer, of promise 
that came to him from God, through 
the medium of the boy who felt that 
Teacher must make good because he 
was “God’s man.”—Source- unknown. 
Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, 
Kans. , 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“.. and he went out again through 
the people .. .” (2 Chron. 19:4) —When 
a godly person has had an extremely 
close brush with death in a ,violent 
form, such as Jehoshaphat experienced 
(2 Chron. 18:31), it causes him to re- 
flect on his actions. The king could say 
with Job, “I am escaped with the skin 
of my teeth” (Job 19:20). 

One can almost hear Jehoshaphat’s 
soliloquy! “That was a stupid, yea, a 
sinful thing for me to do. I knew King 
Ahab to be an evil character—a_ hater 
of the God whom I love. Why, oh, why, 
did I ever join with him? I deserved 
to die, but the Lord mercifully de- 
livered me and permitted me to return 
to Jerusalem in peace! 

“Now, the least I can do to show my 
deep appreciation for my miraculous 


- deliverance is to ‘go out again through 


the people,’ re-establishing the centers - 
where they can be taught the Word of 
God!” 

Knowing the Scriptures, as he did, 
Jehoshaphat may have offered the same 
prayer as David, after his lapse of god- 
liness: “Restore unto me the joy of thy 
salvation; and uphold me with thy free 
spirit. Then will I teach transgressors 
thy ways; and sinners shall be con- 
verted unto thee” (Psa. 51:12). 

Thanks be unto God for the divine 
provision made for sinning saints in 
this age, through the present session of: 
the Lord Jesus Christ, at the right 
hand of God (Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:25; 
1 John 1:9; 2:1). 

There is neither reason nor excuse 
for a former godly person remaining 
in a lapsed state and bringing’ continu- 
ous reproach on the name of the Lord. 

“. . . and brought them back unto the 
Lord God .. .” (2 Chron. 19:4). —When 
Jehoshaphat said to Ahab: “I am as 
thou art,” he added, “and my people as 
thy people; and we will be with thee” 
(18:3). 

It is sad enough ‘when a godly person 
links himself with an idolatrous one, 
but when he leads those under his care 
to do the same, it is far worse. 

Now that Jehoshaphat was back in 
peace, he realized he must do all in his 
power to bring back the people whom 
he. had led astray. Hence, he person- 
ally took charge of the reformation 
movement; and, praise God; his efforts 
were successful. He “brought them 
back unto the Lord God of their 
fathers.” 

Many parents are grieving over their 
failure to: bring back their children 
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whom they have led into the ways of 
the world. They may take heart from 
God’s mercy to Jehoshaphat! 

“And he set judges in the land .. .” 
(2 Chron. 19:5).—This shows that he 
read and obeyed the Holy Scriptures, 
for it is in Deuteronomy 16:18 that he 
found the commandment: :“Judges and 
officers shalt thou make thee in all thy 
gates...” 

Matthew Henry says: “Jehoshaphat, 
having done what he could to make his 
people good, is here providing, if pos- 
sible, fo keep them so by the influence 
‘ of a settled magistracy. He had sent 
preachers among them to instruct. them 
(17:7-9), and that provision did well; 
but now he saw it further requisite to 
send judges among them, to see the 
laws put in execution, and to be a 
terror to evildoers. It is probable 
that there were judges up and down 
the country before, but either they 
neglected their business or the people 
slighted them, so that the end of the 
institution was not answered; and there- 
fore it was necessary it should be new- 
modelled, new men employed, and a 
new charge given them. That is done 
here.” 

“Take heed ... ye judge not for man, 
but ‘for the Lord .. .” (2 Chron. 19:6). 
—Two things received Jehoshaphat’s 
special attention, (1) The defense of 
the country. He had a standing army 
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of over a million men, “ready prepared 
for the war” (17:13-19). (2) The en- 
lightenment of the people in the will of 
God. 

Not only priests and Levites but also 
“the chief of the fathers of Israel” (19: 
8) were available to instruc} the peo- 
ple in the ways of the Lord. 

Although our country and its schools 
were founded by God-fearing men, 
there exists today such an extreme<— 
not to say fanatical—view regarding 
the separation of church and state, that 
even the singing of Christmas carols is 
forbidden in some schools. 

Bearing this in mind, it is interesting 
to note what our leaders have to say 
about the Bible. 

President Eisenhower: “To read the 
Bible is to take a trip to a fair land 
where the spirit is strengthened and 
faith renewed.” 

John Foster Dulles: “The Bible means 
to me that there is a God, that He has 
purposes for men, and that each of us 
has the task to find and immerse him- 
self in the stream of the Divine pur- 
pose.” 

J. Edgar Hoover: “The lessons of 
charity, justice, and equality which en- 
rich its pages should be learned well 
by all men in order that greed, avarice, 
and iniquity can be blotted out.” 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, King Jehoshaphat’s ex- 

perience is a fair example of the 
peril of evil associations. Jehoshaphat 
is counted as one of the good kings of 
Judah. He was a better man than his 
father, King Asa, and Asa&: was a vast 
improvement over his grandfather, Re- 
hoboam, who was our character study 
last month. Yet Jehoshaphat made the 
serious mistake of joining in a cam- 
paign with one of the most notoriously 
wicked kings of all time—King Ahab 
of Israel, an idolatrous and a God-de- 
fying ruler. 

Jehoshaphat began his reign in a fine 
way, restoring the public worship of 
God and abolishing the idolatry which 
was prevalent when he ascended the 
throne. He organized a national cam- 
paign of instruction in God’s Law. The 
people were ignorant, and Jehovah was 
practically unknown to them. Jehosh- 
aphat had good response to this effort, 
and God blessed the kingdom of Judah 
abundantly, giving it peace with its 
enemies. Even the Philistines, a per- 
ennial foe, began sending presents to 
Jehoshaphat. Judah was wonderfully 
built up and made strong, both com- 
mercially and militarily. The king was 
diligent in his recognition of God’s 
claims upon hin, and his people and 
God rewarded him abundantly. Just 
read 2 Chronicles, 17th chapter, for a 
wonderful description of national pros- 
perity. 

But there is always a danger in pros- 
perity. It is human nature to lose sight 
Jehoshaphat per- 





mitted his son to marry Ahab’s daugh- 
ter. Then godless King Ahab invited 
Jehoshaphat to join him in a campaign 
against Syria, and Jehoshaphat fell for 


it. Paul wrote the Corinthians, “Be ye 


not unequally yoked together with un- 
believers: 
righteousness with unrighteousness? and 
what communion hath light with dark- 
ness?” (2 Cor. 6:14.) Just see what 
that crafty Ahab did! “And the king 
of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, I will 


disguise myself, and will go to the bat-_ 


tle; but put thou on thy robes.... Now 


the king of Syrig had commanded the © 


captains of the chariots . .. saying, 
Fight ye not with small or great, save 
only with the king of Israel” (2 Chron. 
18:29). God must have intervened here, 
for “a certain man drew a bow at a 
venture, and smote the king of Israel 
{clothed as a soldier] between the joints 
of the harness...” It was “curtains” 
for Ahab. His strategy to make Je- 
hoshaphat the target boomeranged, and 
Ahab was slain. 

Jehoshaphat nearly lost his own life 
in that battle, but he escaped and went 
back home, being met on the way and 
soundly rebuked by Jehu, one of God’s 
prophets. 

Now, fellows, we are not kings of 
Judah and Israel, but in a very real 
sense we are rulers, each \of us, over 
our personal kingdom; and there is al- 
ways the temptation to ally ourselves 
with questionable companions—some- 
times outright wicked ones. God's 
Word says, Don’t do it. We grow to be 
like our associates, especially in that 
which is evil. “Wherefore come out 
from among them,” says Paul to the 
Corinthians, “and be ye separate, saith 
the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing; and I will receive you, and will 
be a Father unto you, and ye shall be 
my sons and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty” (2 Cor. 6:17, 18). 

Select clean companions; it will 
greatly help you to keep from getting 
dirty, and to have clean hands for His 
service. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY we learn the last verse on 

the card, “Sin.” Question: “Give a 
Bible prayer asking for sins to be 
washed away.” Answer: “Wash me, 
and I shall be whiter than snow” (Psa. 
§1:7). 


_ Now let us have a news item: 


PRAYER BRINGS VICTORY 


Asa was a good king. He had five 
hundred and eighty thousand soldiers. 
The king of Ethiopia came to fight 
against his country with a thousand 
thousand soldiers and three hundred 
chariots. When King Asa saw all these 
soldiers he knelt down and prayed, 
asking the Lord for help. The Lord 
gave him a great victory. When we 
are in trouble, we, too, can ask the 
Lord for help.—Beverly. 


June 6, 1959 
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| lesson for June 21 


Thank you! Here are suggestions for 
next time: (1) King’s Messengers Teach 
God’s Law—2 Chronicles 17:6-9; (2) 
King Commands Judges To Do Justice 
~—2 Chronicles 19:4-11; (3) Battle Won 
by Praise—2 Chronicles 20; (4) Jeho- 
ram’s Wicked Reign—2 Chronicles 21: 
1-20; (5) Ahaziah’s Wicked Reign—2 
Chronicles 22: 1-9. 

I am glad that Beverly wrote about 
King Asa’s praying before the battle, 
because that takes us back to the king- 
dom of Judah. While we were study- 
ing about Elijah and Elisha we were 
learning of the kings of Israel, for they 
prophesied in the northern kingdom. 
‘Those kings were causing the people 
to go further away from God. Al- 
though the kingdom of Judah had some 
bad kings, it also had some good kings 
like Asa, who was Rehoboam’s grand- 
son. Our silhouette of Asa shows him 
engaging in prayer before the battle. 

Asa’s son Jehoshaphat also did right 
in the sight of the Lord, and was an ex- 
ceptionally good king, for at least three 
reasons: 2 Chronicles 17:6-9 gives the 
first reason. The king sent the princes 
and the priests all over the: country 
with copies of the Books of the. Law, 
to teach in all the cities of Judah. Our 
silhouette of Jehoshaphat shows him 


-sending these men out with the sacred 


scrolls. 

Second Chronicles 19:4-11 gives‘a sec- 
ond reason. Jehoshaphat appointed 
judges in every city, and then com- 
manded them to do justice. Read verse 
6 again. Every judge living today 
should make his decisions for the Lord, 
instead of for men, realizing that God 
loves righteousness and hates sin. Re- 
read verse 9. Justice would certainly 
be done if judges made all their de- 
cisions in the fear of the Lord, faith- 
fully, with a perfect heart! Read again 
the last sentence of verse 11. The king’s 
final charge to them was to deal coura- 
geously, that is to have the courage of 
their convictions. It is hard to do this 
when there is pressure from the wrong 
side. But the judge who realizes that 
the Lord is with: him can stand fear- 
lessly for the right. You and I, in the 
strength of the Lord, can do this, too. 

We do not have time to read the story 
that illustrates the third reason for Je- 
hoshaphat’s greatness, so I will tell it 
briefly. 

One day he heard that the Moabites, 
the Ammonites, and the Edomites (men 
af Mount Seir) had combined their ar- 
mies to fight against his little country. 
No wonder he was afraid! Then Je- 
hoshaphat prayed to the Lord, remind- 
ing Him of His mighty power and of 
His past deliverances. He ended his 
prayer by, saying, “We have no might 
against this great company that cometh 
against us; neither know we what to 
do: but our eyes are upon thee.” 

Then the Spirit of God came upon 
one of the prophets, who told Jehosha- 
phat and the people of Judah that they 
Would not have to fight at all in the 
coming battle. 

The king and all the people bowed 
themselves before the Lord, in thanks- 


Giving, and all the singers praised Him 
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loudly. But their enemies were still 
marching nearer and nearer, and they 
knew’ it. How could they praise the 
Lord under such circumstances? (Be- 
cause He had promised them victory, 
and they believed His word.) 
right. 

Read from 2 Chronicles 20:20 what 
Jehoshaphat said to his people the next 
morning as they went out to battle. 
Then he sent the choir marching ahead 
of the army to praise the Lord. Would 
you have liked to have been in that 
choir? Was there ever such a sight be- 
fore or since as a choir marching ahead 
of an army singing praises to the Lord? 

As they sang and praised the Lord, 


Exactly © 
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He caused their enemies to quarrel 
among themselves, so that the Moabites 
and Ammonites turned and fought their 
allies the Edomites! The battle was so 
fierce that they destroyed one another. 
All the men of Judah had to do was to 
gather up the spoil, which took three 
days! After they returned to Jeru- 
salem, they had a great service of praise 
and thanksgiving. 

Let us copy Jehoshaphat’s zeal for 
God’s Word, his love of justice, and 
his confidence that what God has prom- 
ised He will surely perform. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HEN Jim went to camp, everyone 
knew right away that he was a 
Christian. Most of the other’ campers 
were Christians, too. And the camp was 
a Christian camp. Of course there were 
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some there who were not Christians. 
And some of the Christian boys were 
not living for the Lord. They got angry 
when things did not go their way. They 


. pouted when they were not permitted 


to do things that they wanted to do. 
They never took time td read their 
Bibles and to pray—except when their 
counselor made them do so. No, the 
way some of the boys lived, you would 
never have guessed that they were 
Christians. : 

Not so with Jim. Each morning when 
the bugle sounded, Jim popped out of 
bed, grabbed his Bible, and, by the 
time the rest of the fellows finally had 
their feet on the floor, Jim was on his 
knees. There was time enough only 
for a few verses and a short prayer. 
But Jim never missed. You could count 
on it that if there was an unsaved 
buddy in his cabin, Jim was the one 
who became his friend. At clean-up 
time, Jim always helped the younger 
boys who had a hard time winning the 
clean-up award. If Jim wanted to go 
out’ in the canoe and his counselor 
would not let him go, that was all right 
with Jim. Never once did he pout. It 
is no. wonder that week after week (for 
he stayed the whole summer) Jim was 
chosen by the other campers as “best 
camper.” Nor is it any wonder that 
Jim’s influence affected everyone at 
camp. Everyone—campers, counselors, 
and leaders—could see that by his life 
Jim changed the whole camp. Jim, it 
was gaid, had’ caused a real revival. 

A revival is a wonderful thing. Re- 
vivals are sent by God. Revivals usu- 
ally begin with one person—a person 
who gives himself entirely to God to 
be used by God in whatever way He 
chooses. As a result of the influence of 
that one person, many other Christians 
who had not before yielded themselves 
wholly to the Lord are moved to do so. 
God causes people to turn their hearts 
to Himself. But He uses one man—a 
man of His choosing. 

What is so today was true in the very 
long ago. God’s people had turned their 
backs on Him. They had begun to 
pray to false, make-believe gods—gods 
of wood and stone; gods which they 
themselves had made. When Jehosha- 
phat was made king of God’s people, he 
knew at once that the false gods would 
have to be destroyed. He knew that 
God would not bless His people until 
they worshiped the true and living God 
and Him alone. He knew, further, that 
they would have to be sorry for their 
sin and confess to God that they had 
done wrong. 

Young King Jehoshaphat did not 
wait. As soon as he was anointed king, 
he began getting rid of the idols and 
the altars where people worshiped their 
make-believe gods. Jehoshaphat would 
not have had to do this. Many other 
kings did not do it. But, out of a heart 
full of love to God, Jehoshaphat did do 
it of his own accord. He might have 
had more friends if he had permitted 
the people to continue serving their 
idols. More important to King Jehosh- 
aphat, however, was having the true 
and living God of Heaven as his friend. 


He knew that if he did that which 
pleased God, God would bless His peo- 


ple. He would bless them with peace 


and happiness. He would even bless 
them with wealth. Jehoshaphat knew 
that it always paid to obey God. And 
obey Him, he did. Though some of the 
people doubtless did not approve of 
their king in the beginning, they soon 
came to realize. that he was leading 
them correctly. One after another be- 
gan to confess their sins. One after an- 
other returned to their worship of God, 
And before long, 
come to the land of the people of God. 
That revival was begun by the obedience 
of one man, Jehoshaphat. 

So that God’s,.people would not re- 
turn to their old ways, King Jehosha- 
phat sent Bible teachers throughout the 
country to teach God’s Word to God’s 
people. Good King Jehoshaphat served 
the Lord well. His heart was perfect 
toward God. Would it not be a won- 
derful thing if God would send a re- 
vival to America because of you? 


MILLERSVILLE, PA. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


. Teachers for God’s People 
(2 Chron. 17:3-7, 9) 


LISHA’S story may be reviewed by 
using his name for an _ acrostic: 

E lijah goes by 

L eaving home 

I s Elijah’s helper 

S ees Elijah go up 

H eals a leper 

A ny reward refused 

I wonder—why do we have Sunday 
school? Isn’t it a waste of time? Get- 
ting dressed up! Books and sitting still 
instead of fun and play. And now hot 
weather! Is Sunday school really that 
important? Over in Russia it is against 
the law for churches to have Sunday 
schools. What difference would it make 
if we did not have any? (If the chil- 
dren participate freely in this discus- 
sion on the value of a Sunday school, 
they may not only correct some of their 
own superficial complaints, but inciden- 
tally enlighten the teacher on effective- 
ness or deficiency of the school. Look 
for “points to ponder” for your summer 
program!) 

The Communists expect to make the 
worship of God die out by preventing 
boys and girls (and grownups) from 
learning about God and what He has 
promised in His Book.’ The Devil has 
been backing that plan all along from 
Israel to now! Remember Qugen Jezebel 
all ready to cut off Elijah’s head—or at 
least scare him—to keep him from talk- 
ing about the Lord God? And was Is- 
rael a good country to live in? Ask 
Naboth! But Jehoshaphat in Judah 
beat the Devil at that trick! Let us see 
how he did it, and what a difference it 
made. 

As the lesson verses are read, plus 
verses 10-12, list Jehoshaphat’s efforts 
in one column on the blackboard: (a) 


a 
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‘Iesson for June 21 








‘worshiped God, (b) kept His command- 
ments, (c) took away idols, (d) taught 
God’s Law. List the results in another 
column: (a) successful king, (b) riches, 


(c) honor, (d) peace, (e) greater in-— 
come. 

Five princes, nine Levites, two 
priests, and ome Bible! That made a 


traveling Sunday school of teachers! 
Did learning the Law—and keeping it 
—pay? And it would pay in America! 
Think of the people in our country 
worshiping fun and golf and baseball 
and new cars on ‘the Lord’s Day, or 
even work and money! Yet we have 
Bibles of our own, besides teachers and 
preachers in every city and town! Je- 
hoshaphat also appointed judges in 
every big city in his country so cases 
like Naboth and Ahab’s over the vine- 


_ yard would not happen. ° 


From Jehoshaphat’s story you can see 
how our country would not need to 
fear atom bombs, missiles, and Com- 
munists, if we only honored the Lord. 
Listen to it. Jehoshaphat made friends 
with King Ahab in Israel. Jehosha- 
phat’s crown prince son married Ahab’s 
heathen daughter! Jehoshaphat went 
to war to help Ahab, and nearly got 
killed himself. The Lord sent a prophet 
to “scold” him and warn him. (Read 
to class 19:2, 3.) Remember about that 
if your parents do not approve of the 
company you keep! Trouble surely 
came! News of a great mass of men 
moving in on the east to attack his 
country put Jehoshaphat and his peo- 
ple into a panic. (Tell of the fasting 
and prayer, the assurance of God’s pro- 
tection, the singing army, the unfought 
battle, the praise, in 20: 1-30.) 

“Teach me thy way, O Lord; I will 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 438) 
1. He “sought to the Lord God... 


‘and walked in his commandments” (2 


Chron. 17:4). 
2. With prestige; prosperity, 
peace (vv. 5, 10; 20:29, 30). 


and 


3. Worship, instruction, and law (17: 


6-9; 19: 4-11). ; 

4. The “book of the law” (17:9), i.e., 
the Pentateuch. 

5. The fear of the Lord fell upon 
them and they brought him gifts (vv. 
10, 11). 

6. He charged judges to remember 
their responsibility to God, and he es- 
tablished a supreme court in Jerusalem 
(19: 6-10) . 

7. To God. ‘ 

8. He gathered all Judah together, 
proclaimed a period of national fasting, 
prayed, and sang praises to God (20: 
3-13, 19-21). 

9. The enemy annihilated itself (vv. 
22-24). 

10. He entered into a military alliance 
with Ahab, wicked king of Israel, and 
later into a commercial alliance with 


, Ahaziah (19:1, 2; 20: 35-37). 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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walk in thy truth” (Psa. 86:11, Memory 
Verse). Are you going to worship and 
learn about the Lord this summer, or 
follow our American idols? Will you 
help put America on the side of safety 
and peace? Next Sunday we shall hear 
about a seven-year-old king. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, June 21 


3. Plans for Marriage 

(Gen. 2:18; Heb. 13:14; Matt. 19:4-6) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 

Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 

‘ used by permission. 

r: THE two topics that have preceded 

this one, we have seen something of 
the need for care in choosing our com- 
panions and friends, and for consistent 
Christian conduct in dating and court- 
ship. We have seen also the importance 
of seeking God’s direction in choosing 
the one that God has already designed 
for us as a life partner. This . week’s 
topic assumes a situation where, under 
God’s direction, our choice has been 
made of one who also loves and serves 
the Lord we love, that the other person 
has agreed to that choice, and that there 
are no insurmountable hindrances, and 
that therefore plans can be made for 
eventual marriage. 


ve 

The importance of careful planning 
cannot be overemphasized. Many young 
people, eager to begin life together, fail 
to take into account many of the prob- 
lems that lie ahead. They rush into 
marriage only to be dismayed and dis- 
couraged by circumstances that over- 
take them, whereas careful consideration 
might have avoided the trouble, or at 
least might have warned of what to 
expect. 
b 

It is important to realize that while, 
in one sense, marriage is the consum- 
mation of the courtship, in another very 
real sense it is only the beginning of a 
lifetime experience. All difficulties are 
not over, by any means, when the 
preacher says, “I now pronounce you 
man and wife.” Among the questions 
that should be thought through before 
marriage is, Are both the boy and the 
girl prepared to look upon marriage as 
a permanent relationship—“in plenty 
and in want, in joy and in sorrow, in 
sickness and in health” as long as both 
shall live? There is no place in the 
life of a Christian for the trial-and- 
error concept of marriage so often held 
by the world. In our Lord’s own words, 
spoken when He was interrogated con- 
cerning the marriage relationship, we 
read, “He which made them at the be- 
ginning made them male and female, 
and said, For this cause shall a man 
leave father and mother, and shall 
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cleave to his wife: and they twain shall 
be one’ flesh. Wherefore they are no 
more twain, but one flesh. What there- 
fore God hath joined together, let not 
man put asunder” (Matt. 19:4-6). If 
both members of a proposed union are 
not prepared to accept the permanence 
of Christian marriage, they had better 
stop planning at once, and settle this 
question in the light of God’s Word. 


ve 


You will sometimes hear young folks 
who are planning marriage say, “Well, 
after all, you do not marry the family.” 
No matter what you may think before 
marriage, you will find that you do 
marry your partner’s family, as well as 
your partner. While family relation- 
ships need not be insurmountable, it is 
better to face up on such problems be- 
fore marriage than it is to find them 
creating difficulties afterward. 


se 


Where will you and your partner 
make your home after marriage, and 
can the expenses of such a home be 
met? Are all who are concerned sat- 
isfied with e arrangements that are 
planned? Usually, if it is at all possible, 
it is best for the newly married couple 
to have a home of their own, no mat- 
ter how humble it may be. Family 
ties can be very strong and compelling, 
but many problems may be avoided if 
the bride and groom can plan to be by 
themselves. The marriage relationship 
supersedes every other human relation- 
ship, even the relationship to father 
and mother (Matt. 19:5), and no effort 
should be spared to keep it so. 


bd 


Both the boy and girl should face up 


on their responsibility to one another, 
under God’s plan for the home. They 
should understand before marriage, and 
be ready to follow God’s plan, whereby 
the husband is to be the head of the 
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household and the wife is to be subject 


to her husband (Eph. 5:23, 24). The 
wife has nothing to fear or to lose, if 
both she and her husband are follow-: 
ing God’s plan, for the husband is to” 
love and cherish his wife even as his 
own self (Eph. 5:25-28), following 
Christ’s example of.love and care for 
the Church. ‘ 

v4 


The planning for marriage should in- 
clude plans for setting up of the family 
altar in the home from the very begin- 
ning, and the maintenance of it with- 
out interruption. Included also should 
be a clear understanding and agreement 
regarding obedience to the Lord’s com- 
mand to bring up children, when they 
come, “in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord” (Deut... 6:2; Eph. 6:4), 


which, in addition to the Christian “ 


teaching and training in the home, in- 
cludes taking the children to a’ Chris- 
tian church, agreed upon by the couple, 
for worship and for instruction. 


x 


Planning for marriage must, of neces- 
sity, include the details for the wedding 
itself. Consult with your,pastor and 
the parents of both partiés; for you 
can find valuable counsel and immeas- 
urable help by so doing. Marriage is a 
Christian institution. Keep it so, by 
being married by a Christian pastor, 
not some political appointee. If at all 
possible, plan to be married in God's 
house. It is not at all necessary to go 
to great expense to do this. A simple 
Christian ceremony in the presence of 
a few close friends is just as effective, 
and sometimes more, so, than an elab- 
orate wedding. 


Remember that those: who are in- 
vited to your wedding are your guests. 
Plan, therefore, for their comfort and 
convenience as well as for that of the 
bride and groom. In every detail seek 
God’s will, and seek to honor Him, 
and He will honor you and your mate 


-with His presence and with His bless- 


ing that will make your union rich in 
lasting joy beyond anything you can 
ask or think. 
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NTEREST continues in our future 
50th state of the Union. Twice THE 
Sunpay Scnoo. Times has conducted 


a tour to Hawaii, and now a third op- % 
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Pfeaon for June 21 


portunity is given to the readers and 
friends of the Trues to have this most 
delightful autumn vacation. Those who 
have gone on previous tours have been 
‘most enthusiastic in their comments, 
as these quotations will suggest: 

“Every minute of the trip was a joy.” 

“I shall treasure memories of Hawaii 
the rest of my life.” 

“Tt was a most wonderful trip.” 

“I do not know how this trip can be 
improved upon.” 

“A perfect, delightful vacation.” 

“T never saw such a trip so smoothly 
run.” 

This year’s tour to Hawaii will start 
from Chicago on October 19 and will 
return thereto November 8. Flying to 
Honolulu from Seattle, ten great days 
await the party. Comprehensive tours 
will be made about the islands of Oahu, 
Hawaii, and Kauai, As special guests, 
the tourists of the Christian Fellowship 
Party will be welcomed in the finest 
hotels, restaurants, resorts, and gar- 
dens. Warm-hearted greetings by the 
Polynesian people in exotic, colorful 
surroundings will keep fresh and charm- 
ing the memories of a most unusual 
vacation. ? 

An illustrated folder is available’ to 
those who are interested, which will 
give costs and all detailed information. 
Send for it by addressing a card to 
Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, The Sunday School 
Times Co., 325 North 13th St., Philadel- 
phia 5, Pa. Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger will 
again accompany this tour throughout. 


we 
With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





The New Testament in Modern Eng- 
lish. Translated by J. B. Phillips. (The 
Macmillan Co., New York 11; $6.) 
Three principles governed this trans- 
lation: that it should not sound like a 
translation; that the translator’s per- 
Sonality should not obtrude; and that 
the translator should produce in his 
Teaders an effect equivalent to that 
produced by the author on the original 
Teaders. Of these, the third is mani- 
festly difficult, if not imppssible, to 
check on; the second is a psycholog- 
ical impossibility—Phillips’ translation 
could never sound like that of Williams 
nor like the King James; if by the first, 
Phillips means that he has put an 
Oriental document of antiquity into 
Modern occidental modes of speaking, 
he has certainly passed this test. 

Except in two places Phillips has- not 
tampered with the text of the King 
James Version. He follows Westcott 
and Hort in omitting 1 John 5:7, but 
his note on 1 Corinthians 14:23 is dis- 
turbing: the translator “felt bound to 


_what three leaders 
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conclude . . ..that we have here a slip 
of the pen on the part of Paul, or, more 
probably, a copyist’s error” (italics the 
reviewer’s). On the other hand, the 
verses that deal with inspiration (2 
Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:20 among others) 
are adequately translated and show no 
signs of this hesitancy on the part of 
the translator to receive the whole rev- 
elation as from God. 

As to other points, the fufidamentals 
are safeguarded and, in key passages 
where the American Standard and- Re- 
vised Standard Versions cast doubt, 
none of their mistranslations. appears. 
Phillips’ insights are often thought-pro- 
voking and illuminating. Although his 
translation is quite expanded and often 
more of a paraphrase than a translation, 
one has the feeling that the interpre- 
tation given has adequate textual and 
contextual basis, and is not grounded 
in a theological bias that distorts the 
original meaning. 


First Epistle of Paul to the Corin- 
thians. By Leon Morris. (Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 
$3.) This reviewer has found great 
pleasure in reading all the studies 
issued thus far in the “Tyndale Bible 
Commentaries.” This one is no excep- 
tion. The principles for life and serv- 
ice are forcibly presented. The author 
clearly points out Paul’s method of teach- 
ing and instructing this “far-from-ideal 
first century church.” Paul praises the 
Corinthian believers for their Christian 
virtues, and then rebukes them for their 
sin and failure. Mr. Morris very won- 
derfully presents, with emphasis, the 
real character of Christian liberty and 
applies it to our own situation. Mr. 
Morris is a scholar. This will be noted 
as you read, yet the text is written so 
that all may enjoy and apply the truths 
contained therein. 


I Believe in God. By Costen J. Har- 
rell; I Believe in the Bible. By Joseph 
R. Sizoo; and I Believe in the Holy 
Spirit. By Ernest F. Scott. (Abingdon 
Press, Nashville 2, Tenn., $1.25 each.) 
These three monographs are really tes- 
timonies by their authors of their be- 
lief in the doctrines specified. While 
the Bible is evidence for their beliefs, 
it is not the only evidence, and one is 
not‘ always sure why the authors be- 
lieve as they do. Not that specific 
heresy is committed, but the precision 
and clarity of a truly Biblical witness 
is lacking. For example,_ while Dr. 
Scott pays lip service to the doctrine 
of the Trinity, he always uses the pro- 
noun “it” for the Spirit, and often re- 
duces the Third Person to a power and 
an influence. If one is interested to know 
of the modern 
church believe with respect to given 
doctrines, these books may be read with 
profit; but if one wants to know what 
to believe concerning God, the Holy 
Spirit, and the Bible he should turn to 
better, and clearer, testimonies. 


The Greatest of These Is Love. By 
A. A. Van Ruler. (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.) 
A verse-by-verse commentary on 1 Co- 
rinthians 13, this devotional volume is an 


(17) 445 


JF THERE WERE ONLY 
A SUMMER SLUMP 
IN HUMAN NEED 


—but there isn’t. 






and 


squeeze” to our 


Christian 
; . Pray for us; 
this Christian ministry. 
|= Write re advance booking for the 
of “They Laoked for a City,’’ to be 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
er and Relief Sotemt Ine. 


Rev. Victor en, Genera crete 
: Witherspoon Blidg., Phila. 7, 








SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Ties help us 
‘answer the appeals from so many seti- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 














INCREASE YOUR 





INCOME 


... just as many men 
and women are doing 
in a most dignified 
; vocation... and at 
H] the same time, 


by fulfilling an important Christian 
service in your own and surrounding 
communities. 

Here’s your opportunity to become 
associated with a company that has 
been in business more than 35 years— 
highly respected by Christian leaders 
and whose product and service are 
recommended by men and women you 
know. 


WORK FULL OR PART TIME 
Our program is unique —it has no 
competition. Every home is a pros- 
pect. Your spare time can be worth 
up to $75 a week, and more... full 
time up to $10,000 a year, and more! 































John Rudin & Company, inc. 
22 W. Madison Street 
| Chicago 2, Illinois Dept. ST69 


| Yes, I’m interested. Please send me complete 
information on your program. 















Summer brings a recurring annual 
evangelism 


fellowship with us in 


film version 


in November. Thrilling human drama in. full 
color, filmed in Europe. 16mm. 40 minutes. 





446 (18) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








a 











You may have a copy of this Book 


without money cost 
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SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY 
By ELISABETH ELLIOT 


Here is a stirring book recalling 
some of the famous biographies of the 
past. 

Dr. Frank E. GaEBELEEN says: 


“SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY 
is a fascinating portrayal of a modern 
missionary martyr. ‘Jim Elliot’s devo- 
tion to Christ was like that of David 
Brainerd and even reminds one of 


Samuel Rutherford of Scotland.” 


EucentA Price states: 


“SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY 
is beautiful writing. But, most im- 
portant, it proves that Jesus Christ will bring bright creativity out of 
any shadow which might fall across any life and any love . . . IF the 
life and the love are under His redemptive touch.” 


HOW YOU CAN GET THIS BOOK 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give one copy of this book for every 
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your copy (or copies) of this book will be sent to you immediately, on the basis 
of one book for every three subscriptions. Send all subscriptions at one time and 
mention this offer. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North 13th Street . . " = 


Philadelphia 5, Pa. 

















analysis of Christian love in its divine 


and human aspects. It finds the sources 
of the latter in the former, as well as 
the example for man’s love for man 
in God’s love for sinners. ‘The author 
is professor in Utrecht, Netherlands, 
and this book is a translation from the 
Dutch. 


The Study of Old Testament Theology 
Today. By Edward J. Young. (James 
Clarke & Co., Ltd., 33 Store St., London, 
W.C. 1; 10/6, net.) This brief volume 
contains the substance of four lectures 
delivered last spring at the London 
Bible College. The author reviews the. 
short history of Biblical theology, a 
relatively recent development among 
the disciplines of theology. He argues 
for tke historicity of the events of the 
Bible against the proponents of Neo- 
Orthodoxy who lamentably have taken 
the lead in this fresh approach to the 
Bible. If anyone wants a brief state- 
ment of Biblical theology, its nature, 
content, and influence, all from the 
viewpoint of belief in the inerrancy of 
the Bible, this book is what he wants. 


Who Wrote Isaiah? By Edward J. 
Young. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co, 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50.) This 
volume, another in the Pathway Series, 
is a very readable and convincing argu- 
ment for the Isaiah authorship of the 
entire book that goes by his name. Dr. 
Young notes the historical development 
in the critical dissection of the proph- 
ecy, and, at each stage, shows how the 
facts are on the side of the conservative. 
Today, young people are still being 
wooed away from the truth of the 
Bible by critical arguments such as the 
partition of Isaiah. This restatement of 
the true situation should be on every 
pastor’s shelf for constant use, and 
should be given to all who are in con- 
tact with unbelief as a weapon in the 
defense of their faith. 


Sugar Creek Gang Goes Western. 
By Paul Hutchens. (Scripture Press, 
Wheaton, IIl., $1.25.) The writer of the’ 
popular Sugar Creek Gang stories 
comes ‘along with another good one. 
There are all sorts of exciting adven- 
tures. A newcomer seeks to divide the 
gang, and almost succeeds. A brush fire 
threatening much destruction is over- 
come by one boy using his very newest 
shirt to beat it out. A lonely little boy 
creates an imaginary playmate he 
names “Snatzerpazooka,” and the gang 
dresses up a scarecrow to keep the 
birds out of the farmer’s cornfield. 
Later the boys “hang it,” as a “horse- 
thief in the wild West.” They have 
many lively adventures. An interest- 
ing feature of the story is the earnest 
reasoning of one of the boys who is @ 
true Christian and tries to act like one. 


Mrs. Knight’s Stories for Children. 
By Alice Marie Knight. (Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich. 
$3.95.) Of exceptional worth is this 
volume of brief and fascinating stories. 
There are nearly two hundred of them, 
well arranged and classified, and suit- 
able to be read or told to children 1 - 
the home, Sunday school, or any gather- 
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ing. There are many stories about boys 
and girls, about nature, and about ani- 
mals. Glimpses are given of “Famous 
People” and “People of Other Lands.” 
A large and especially interesting sec- 
tion is “Stories About. Christian Living,” 
telling of incidents in many lives, show- 
ing how God can and does lead and 
care for His children. Practically all 
the stories end with some very brief 
but precious message about the Lord 
Jesus or the Bible. 


The Romance of Redemption. By M. 
R. DeHaan, M.D. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.50.) 
The author’s main purpose is to show 
that the Book of Ruth, in type, presents 
a preview of the plan of salvation as it 
unfolds. He says, “. . . the narrative 
leaves no doubt that it is one of the 
most clear and detailed pictures of the 
dispensational dealings of God ‘with 
both Israel and the Church...” This 
conception is wrought out in many of 
its details in the rest of the book. Some 


-will consider these features fanciful, 


but every reader will be persuaded of 
Dr. DeHaan’s love for the Seriptures 
and will be blessed by his stress on 
the imminent return of the Lord. 


Heroes of the Cross Series. By vari- 
ous authors. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $1 each.) This 
series of stories of the lives of outstand- 
ing Christian missionaries and a few 
Christian leaders average about ninety- 
six pages each, with sturdy cloth bind- 
ings, and each has one full-page color 
picture. They are prepared for boys 
and girls who like true stories of cour- 
age, determination, and adventure. 
Included in the series, and of course 
available separately, are stories of the 
following persons: Charles W. Abel, by 
Mary K. Abel. He devoted his life to 
the primitive tribes in New Zealand and 
other islands of the South Seas. Dan 
Crawford, by A..R. Evans. From young 


_Manhood he gave his life to take the 


Gospel to interior Africa. J. B. Mc- 
Cullagh, by Phyllis Matthewman. He 
worked among the red Indians of 
British Columbia for thirty-eight years. 
Johanna Veenstra, by Winifred M. 
Pearce. She was a willful schoolgirl 
who gave her life to Christ and then 
went to Africa to tell cannibals about 
Him. The Maréchale, by Winifred M. 
Pearce. She was Catherine Booth, the 
eldest daughter of General William 
Booth, the founder of The Salvation 
Army. She began conducting missions 
in England and Wales at seventeen 
years of age and continued preaching 
and conducting evangelistic services un- 
til she was ninety. Robert Morrison, 
by Phyllis Matthewman. He was the 
first Protestant missionary to undertake 
the task of carrying the Gospel to the 
Chinese. Sammy Morris, by A. R. 
Evans. Sammy was an African prince 
who gave his life to Christ as a lad, and 
lost it while preparing to take the Gos- 
Pel back to his native Liberia. Samuel 
Marsden, by Cyril J. Davey. He was 
4 Yorkshire minister who left his 
church one Sunday morning to set out 
for Australia to work among the, con- 
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victs there, and who later became the 
first Christian missionary to cannibal 
tribes in New Zealand. Other volumes 
in the series will tell the stories of 
David Livingstone, Mary Slessor, James 
Chalmers, William Carey, David Brain- 
erd, Robert Moffat, and the like. The 
series makes an excellent addition to 
the Sunday school library, and teachers 
will find the individual volumes ex- 
cellent for inexpénsive Christmas gifts 
and for rewards. 


~ Heroes of the Faith Series. By vari- 
ous authors. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $1 each.) This 
snew series of stories of the lives of 
Bible men and women has been writ- 
ten especially for teenagers. Each vol- 
ume contains approximately 95 pages 
with one full-page color picture, and is 
bound in sturdy cloth binding. While 
told in story form, the authors have 
adhered closely to the Scriptures. At 
present the series includes such Bible 
characters as David, by Stanley Sow- 
ton; Ruth, by Chris Williamson; Paul, 
by Stanley Sowton; and The Man Who 
Was God (Christ), by F. H. Everson, 
although it is evident that others will 
be included in the series at a later 
date. The books make exeellent gifts 
and rewards for Sunday school pupils. 


The Trinity. Scripture Testimony to 
the One Eternal Godhead of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
By Edward Henry Bickersteth. (Kregel 
Pub., Grand Rapids. 6, Mich., $2.50.) 
As the subtitle implies, the method of 
study set forth in this volume is that 
of comparing Scripture with Scripture. 
It is carefully outlined and indexed 
for maximum usefulness. One of the 
purposes of the book, as expressed in 
the preface, is the prayerful hope that 
God will use the book among sincere 
Unitarians “to believe at last the Scrip- 
tures which testify of Jesus.” It should 
also be very helpful to those who wit- 
ness to other groups who do not recog- 
nize Christ as very God. The style is 
kindly and convincing rather than ar- 
gumentative. Chapter 1 emphasizes the 
necessary preparation of heart for so 
profound a study, and asks the basic 
question, “What, is your relation to 
God? ‘What is your position before 
Him as recorded in Scripture?” Fol- 
lowing this, the nature of God’s mys- 
terious being, the deity of Jesus Christ, 
and the personality of the Holy Spirit 
are discussed with profuse proof pas- 
sages from both the Old and New 
Testaments. It is a valuable reference 
book and deserves a wide reading. 


Visitation Evangelism Made Practi- 
cal. By Horace F. Dean. (Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $1.) 
Has your church or group ever launched 
a visitation program that was somewhat 
less than successful? Do you wish you 
were more effective in your witness for 
Christ? “Visitation Evangelism Made 
Practical” offers encouragement; and 
helps that have been tried. and which 
have brought results. This handy pa- 
perback book will be of special interest 
to readers in the Philadelphia area as 
names of individuals and churches are 
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included as illustrations of how the 
Lord has blessed. the efforts of some 
who have given themselves to this 
ministry. 

The Great “I Am’s” of Jesus. By 
John Caylor, (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.) This is a 
group of twelve devotional messages 
concerning: the nature and ministry of 
Jesus as expressed in His own words 
during His earthly ministry. Some of 
the chapter titles are: “I Am the Door,” 
“I Am the Good Shepherd,” “I Am the 
Light of the World,” “I Am the Way,” 
“I. Am the Truth,” “I Am the Bread of, 
Life,” “I Am the Resurrection,” “I Am” 
the Life,” “I Am the True Vine.” These 
meditations, as they inspire confidence 
in Christ as the all-sufficient Saviour, 
should prove especially helpful to new 
Christians. 


The Apostles’ Doctrine of the Atone- 
ment. By George Smeaton, D.D. (Zon- 
dervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $5.95.) The \doctrine of the 
Atonement is ever under attack by the 
forces of Satan, and Christians need to 
be armed adequately for. the battle. 
Dr. Smeaton’s presentation is a veri- 
table arsenal as he answers the ques- 
tion, “What saith the scripture?” The 
answer is a systematic setting forth of 
positive Biblical truth, “according to 
the setting in which the doctrine is 
placed in the apostolic documents.” 
Background: material delineates the 
preparation of the apostles and demon- 
strates their fidelity to Christ’s own 
teaching on the subject. “The great 
peculiarity of their teaching’. . . is that 
they treat it as an. accomplished fact 

. and they show how it colors the 
history and molds the life of those who 
receive it, and are saved by it.” Fol- 
lowing an examination of each New 
Testament book, the writer appends a 
historical sketch of the doctrine of the 
Atonement, tracing its course down to 
the nineteenth century. The centrality 
of this doctrine is vividly demonstrated 
in the marshaling of historical testi- 
mony which includes a host of vital 
quotations. Erroneous ideas that en- 
tered down through the centuries are, 
dealt with very thoroughly. For ex- 
ample, the errors of Origen, the sug- 
gestion of a ransom payment to Satan, 
a universal atonement, and forgiveness 
through works are -all’ exposed and 
their subsequent evil effects traced. 
The publishers have rendered:a valu- 
able service to Christianity in reprinting 
this classic Calvinist presentation from 
the nineteenth century. 


Meditations in Matthew. By August 
Van Ryn. (Loizeaux Bros., Inc., New 
York 10; $3.50.) Do you have just a 
few minutes to do some reading? Then, 
here’s a valuable book for you! Your 
soul will be blessed and your spiritual 
life. strengthened as you read one or 
more of the brief meditations prepared 
with a sound emphasis upon God’s in- 
fallible Word for the soul. The de- 
votions are grouped under various 
headings such as, “Thirteen Parables 
of the Kingdom of Heaven,” “Miracles 
Recorded by Matthew,” and “The Ser- 
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mon on the Mount.” The book takes 
its attitude from the dispensational be- 
liefs of its author, but even those who 
do not hold the dispensationalist view- 
point will find much food for their 
souls. Some may question his definition 
of Pharisees as “orthodox fundamental- 
ists” (p. 94). 


Notes on the Epistles of St. Paul. 
By J. B. Lightfoot, D.D., D.C.L., LL.D. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $4.50.) The contents of this 
volume include 1 and 2 Thessalonians; 
1 Corinthians, chapters 1 to 7; Romans, 
chapters 1-to 7; and Ephesians, chapter 
one, verses 1-14. The notes, based on 
the Greek text, represent commentar- 
ies never published during the author’s 
lifetime. The book at hand is a reprint 
edition and is part of the “Classic 
Commentary Library” series. Most of 
the material is a reproduction of lec- 
tures that were delivered by Dr. Light- 
foot at Cambridge. An outline is pro- 
vided for each section of the Scriptures 
treated. The body of the work is keyed 
to the Greek text, words and phrases 
of which appear at the head of each 
paragraph throughout the book. An 
index of Greek words and an index of 
subjects complete the volume. Here is 
scholarship for scholars—professors, 
pastors, and the like. It is the kind of 
material that is of value as a research 
source, useful particularly to students 
in Bible institutes, Bible colleges, and 
theological seminaries. The layman 
will find it to be heavy and technical. 
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Divine Providence 
‘(Continued from page 435) 


concerning Ruth: “And she went, and 
came, and gleaned in the field after the 
' reapers: and her hap was to light on a 
part of the field belonging unto Boaz, 
who was of the kindred of Elimelech” 
(Ruth 2:3). The writer of that story 
has used the word “hap.” The word 
means a chance circumstance, a casual 
occurrence, a good fortune. It would 
be quite in keeping with the thought 
’ of the writer to translate the words like 
this, “And it was her good fortune to 
light on a part of the field belonging 
unto Boaz.” The Greek translation of 
' this Hebrew passage retains the original 
meaning, and the meaning of the Spirit, 
by using a word that means an acci- 
dental occurrence. The reading of the 
Septuagint (the Greek translation of 
the Old Testament) is this, “And she 
happened by chance to come on a por- 
tion of the land of Boaz.” What was to 
Ruth a chance circumstance, a casual 
occurrence, was in reality the Provi- 
dence of God. She did not know it 
then, but she came to see it afterwards. 
She entered that field a stranger, a 
pauper, and a widow! Aft the end of 
the story she finds herself a member 
of the commonwealth of Israel, a rich 
woman, and a happy wife! 
mark it, history finds her name in the 
genealogy of the Messiah, the Lord 


Christ, the Saviour of the world! (Matt. 
1:5.) 


Her “hap” then was, truly an 


And, now - 
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event of divine Providence. God was 
watching over all the circum<tances 
and events that were to lead uy fo the 
coming of the divine Saviour i to the 
world; it was He who led Ruth i ‘o the 


field of Boaz. To me this is one >f the ' 


most. remarkable instances of livine 
Providence in all Scripture. 
(To be continued) 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily ssued by on the International 
“Zessons, issued the International 
chool Lame Committee. 


June 15 to 21 


Mon., June 15,—2 Chron. 17:1-6. 
Jehoshaphat Sought God. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jehoshaphat .. . 


sought to the Lord God of his father,. 


and walked in his commandments, and 
not after the doings of Israel.” The 
natural thing for all men is to walk 
after the “imagination of their evil 
heart.” Where grace is, the heart will 
seek to keep His paths. God never 
disappoints the man who draws nigh 
unto Him. If God is not earnestly 
sought, one’s life will come to nought. 
We move either toward God or away 
from Him. Which way is your life 
bent—Godward or sin-ward? Pray for 
the spread of the revival now appear- 
ing in the Philippines. 


Tues., June 16—2 Chron. 19:4-10. 
Judges Appointed. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Wherefore now 
let the fear of the Lord be upon you; 
take heed and do it: for there is no 
iniquity with the Lord our God, nor re- 
spect of persons, nor taking of gifts.” 
Jehoshaphat’s interest in obeying God’s 
will was practical. He realized that 
upright, judicial men were needed in 
order to have law and order prevail in 
the layd. Balance your faith in God 
with works of righteousness. If families 
and citizens are to be kept right, reins 
must be kept tight or folks won’t live 
right. Pray for revivals in all Latin 
American countries. 


Wed., June 17.—2 Chron. 20:1-12. 
“Our Eyes Are Upon Thee.” 
PRAYER SuGcEsTions: “O our God, wilt 
thou not judge them? for we have no 
might against this great company that 
cometh against us; neither know we 
what to do: but our eyes are upon 
thee.” If the outlook is bad, try the 
uplook. We can all do better business 
with Heaven than anywhere else. Look 
to God oftener and you will succeed 
oftener in the battles of life. The trou- 
ble with most of us is that we cannot 
make a beginning with God until we 
have come to the end of ourselves. 
“Neither know. we what to do” coupled 
with “upturned eyes” will,do more to 
put a troubled Christian in the way of 
divine help than any other course he 
can take. Pray for great spiritual bless- 
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ing upon Christian businessmen every 


where. 


Thurs., June 18.—2 Chron. 20:13-21, 
The Battle Is God's, 


PRAYER SuGGesTions: “The battle is 
. . . God’s.” This holy war is still on, 
This battle between Christ and Satan 
has. gone on for a long time. A great 
revival would be helped forward if we 
had a revival of reading Bunyan’s 
“Holy War.” There is more spiritual 
advice packed into that little volume 
than in any other book in centuries, 
One of God’s great missionaries, just a 
few days before he breathed his last, 
gave the writer this precious treasure, 
“The battle is . . . God’s.” Fight under 
the banner of Immanuel. Be sure to 
get His omnipotent aid. Pray for poor 
occupied China. 


Fri., June 19.—2 Chron. 20:22, 23, 27-33. 
Thanks Be to God 
Prayer Svuccestions: “He appointed 
singers unto the Lord, and that should 
praise the beauty of holiness, as they 
went out before the army, and to say, 
Praise the Lord; for his mercy endureth 
for ever” (v. 21). Victory comes when 
faith rises high in praise to God from 
whom blessing is asked for and ex- 
pected. We have to believe “to see the 
goodness of the Lord” before it appears. 
If we have not faith enough to ask 
for a blessing, we have not faith enough 
to sing a song of praise in anticipation 
of God’s blessing. “Ask in faith, noth- 
ing wavering. For he that wavereth is 
like a wave of the sea driven with the 
wind and tossed. For let not that man 
think that he shall receive any thing 
of the Lord” (Jas. 1:6, 7). Pray God to 
give you success in soul winning. 


Sat., June 20.—Prov. 3:1-12. 
“Honour the Lord.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
Lord with thy substance, and with the 
firstfruits of all thine increase.” Chris- 
tians fail in this holy duty. Souls yield 
to selfishness instead of benevolence. 
It is easier to sing, “Take my silver and 
my gold; not a mite would I withhold,” 
than to do that benevolent thing. Our 
Lord left all the wealth of Heaven for 
us. The apostles were very poor. Paul 
walked in the footsteps of his Lord. 
Pray to become more liberal with God's 
money, which you hold in trust. 


Sun., June 21.—Prev. 3:13-20. Wisdom. 


Prayer Svuccestions: “Happy is the 
man that findeth wisdom, and the man 
that getteth understanding.” Answer- 
ing a doctor’s query: “How can one 
know God?” one who had read, “ 
neither knoweth any man the Father, 
save the Son, and he to whomsoever 
the Son will reveal him” (Matt. 11:27), 
gave the verse to the physician. The 
doctor said that the Lord just used that 
verse to open his eyes. Where can one 
get that word of wisdom? Why, from 
Christ’s words of wisdom. In Him “are 
hid all the ‘treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge” (Col. 2:3). Pray to rely 
more on what the Lord says in His 
Word than upon what you say His Word 
says. 


“Honour the: 
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